APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

) JPRS L/9502
23 January 1981

Near East/North Africa Report

(FOUO 3/81)

FBIS| FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1



APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1

NOTE

JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency

- transmissions and broadcasts. Materials from foreign-language
sources are translated; those from English-language sources
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and
other characteristics retained.

Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets
[] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text]
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor-
mation was summarized or extracted.

Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated are
enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques-
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context.
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an
item originate with the source. Times within items are as
given by source.

The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli-
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government.

= COPYRIGHT LAWS AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING OWNERSHIP OF
MATERIALS REPRODUCED HEREIN REQUIRE THAT DISSEMINATION
OF THIS PUBLICATION BE RESTRICTED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1



APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

JPRS L/9502

23 January 1981

NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA REPORT

(Fouo 3/81)

CONTENTS @

INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS

America Encourages Egypt To Bear Down Hard on Iibya
(AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI’ 21-27 Nov 80) 9000000000 8800 000000000 BQ0S 1

Possibilities, Obstacles to Democracy E:cﬁlored
(AL-WATANAL-'ARABI, 28 NOV")J» Dec 80) ©00080000000000000000000 6

Tunisian Foreign Minister Reviews Various Arab, Domestic Problems
(Nabil Mughrabi; AL~-WATAN AIF"ARABI’ 2).‘-30 Oct 80) eeec0eceeens 2)4

LEBANON - .

Role Played by Iran in South Discussed.
(AII-WATAN AL"'AR-ABI, 22-28 Aug 80) 9000000000 00080000000000000 33

Financial Posture of Phalanges Discussed ‘
(AL—WATAN AL"ARABI, 22-28 AUg 80) ll.......'0‘...0.0........“. 39

Bank Deposits in Lebanese Pounds Declining Due to Deteriorating
Security
(AL"HATAN AL-'ARABI, 22"28 AUg 80) €00 00000000000 0000000000008 )-12
MAURITANTA

Trial of Mokhtar Ould Daddah Viewed as Parody :
(Abdelaziz Dahlﬂani; JEUNE AFRIQUE, 3 Dec 80) seeecsscecessccse l-l)-l

TUNISIA

Tunisian Cabinet Reshuffled
(Souhayr Belhassen; JEUNE AFRIQUE, 17 Dec 80) e.cececsscccacss Lé

Briefs

Socialist Interafrican in Tunis L8
1500 Tunisians Fighting Iran L8

-a- {III - NE & A - 121 FOUO]

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1



APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1

LVIN UL AVLOL VUl Vit

WESTERN SAHARA

Official Attacks U.S., French Military Aid to Morocco
(W:'Llfredo Fernandez; PRELA, 2 Jan 80) 0080000000000 00800000000 ,49

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1



APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS

N-ERICAEN(DURAGESEGYPP'IOHZARD@NHARDONLIBYA
Paris AL WATAN AL-'ARABI in Arabic 21-27 Nov 80 pp 22,23

/Brticle: "Egypt: al-Qadhdhafi's Isolation Encourages al-Sadat To Invade
Libya'/ -

/Text/ President al-Sadat is known to rely on inspiration from his genius for
Teadership and command in his political calculations, on many occasions disdain-
ing the advice and opinions of his advisors and objective elements and circum-
stances which might not carrespond with the spontaneous inspiration which de~
scends upon him in his rural retreats.

However, this time President al-Sadat may find that the factors and circum-
stances which surround his unremitting adversary President al-Qadhdhafi encourag~
him to launch a lightning wer against Libya across the borders. ‘

Egyptian press circles are circulating news, originating in the narrow source nf
advisors around the Egyptian president, to the effect that more than one
"Libyan," "Arab" and "international" circumstance is encouraging Egypt to conduct
a military operation against al-Qadhdhafi's regime, at this time in particular.

The "Libyan factors" encouraging the conduct of such an operation, in the calcu~
iations of the consultants to the presidency, are:

The deteriorating internal situation in Libya and the increasing oppressiveness
of the trials of daily life on Libyan citizens as a result of al-Qadhdhafi's
econanic and social policy.

The breakdown and fragmentation of the Libyan administrative authorities and the
smell of corruption which causes nasal congestion and extends to the big and the
small.

The total isolation of the Libyan regime from the silent majority and its re-
. liance on mercenary militias and security agencies.

A general feeling among Libyans that oil resource revenues are being wasted on
foreign adventures which bring harm and annoyance upon Libya.

The escalating political opposition to President al-Qadhdhafi. It is no secret
that a large mumber of Libyan opposition figures are living in Egypt, including
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same people who were closc to the Libyan president in the past. They are all

exerting pressure on Cairo to carry out same operatiorn against the regime.

The pressence of a massive Soviet ams arsenal in Libya, and the fact that
al-Qadhdhafi has built a powerful defense line along the borders with Egypt,
along with a series of air, missle and radar bases.

The Arab factors are:

The regional isolation of the Libyan regime. With the exception of Algeria,
Libya's diplomatic and political relations with neighboring countries, starting
with Egypt, ending with Morocco and passing through Tunisia and the Sudan, are
almost frozen, or tense.

The escalating official and popular opposition in the Arab world to the regime of
al-Qadhdhafi, except in Syria. which is in agreement with Libya for well under-
stood reasons. al-Qadhdhafi firds himself scrapping with Irag and Saudi Arabia
in a propaganda war, not to speak of relations with the main current in the
Palestinian resistance, which has a deep loathing for him.

The. great transformation in the Arab public opinion of al-Qadhdhafi as a person
and a4 ruler. His views and theories meet with a scorn mixed with ridicule in
view of their haphazardness and maivety. His nervous actions and his gambles
have caused many people to have doubts about the health of his mental faculties.

al-Qadhdhafi's open support for Khomeyni's regime and his provision of moral and
material support to it are samething which has hurt Arab feelings, especially in
Irag and the Gulf.

The international factors are:

The increased grumbling on the part of European countries which have basic in-
terests in west and central africa over President al-Qadhdhafi‘s provocative -
policy in the region, reaching the point where that has care to exceed the
Soviet or Cuban element in shaking the stability of the African regimes there,
all of which are in one way or another connected to Western interests.

Western fear that al-Qadhdhafi's activity in Africa will be a channel in which
Soviet activities will flow, as a result of the presence of a large nunber of
Soviet and Eastern European advisors on Libyan territary.

The existence of more than one item of proof on the part of Western intelligence
agencies that President al-Qadhdhafi is financing and training politically vio-
lent European organizations, particularly in Ireland, Italy and West Germany.

A Diversionary Alternative to Domestic Crises

In addition to that, there are "Egyptian® elaments which might encourage Presi-
dent al-Sadat to conduct his adventures.

The Egyptian regime wants a diversionary alternative to the camplex damestic
and foreign political setbacks. The standard of living is growing worse as
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a result of the constant increase in prices and food bottlenecks; in spite of the
relative improvement in the balance of trade. '

Theautmmytaﬂcshavecaretoadeaderﬂandthepmsperitywhichthe:egim
pmnisedthepeopleasaresultofpeacewiﬂmIsraelhasmtomeabout.

Then there is the growing political opposition to the regime, which is encour-
aged in its opposition by the failure of economic policy and the failure of

the Camp David agreements to provide a camprehensive solution to the Middle East
crisis.

In the recent period, a current vhich holds that war with Libya might break
Eqypt's Arab isolation and that the fall of al-Oadhdhafi as a result of Egyptian
military intervention might meet with a warm reception in the Arab world has
gained prominence in the narrow circle surrounding President al-Sadat.

The fact is that al-Qadhdhafi has now moved the ball into Egypt's goal through
his direct military intervention in Chad in the past few weeks. Alghough Chad

is not of exceptional strategic importance to Egypt, President al-Sadat does not
want an African country close to Egypt to fall into the hands of a hostile regime
like that in Libya.

Thus Libya's itvasion of Chad constitutes "A logical excuse and legitimate jus-
tification" for Eqyptian intervention, either in Chad or in Libya, in the words
of a journalist close to President al-Sadat. Here it is necessary to refer to
a recent statement by Lt Gen Kamal Hasan 'Ali, the foreign minister, who said
"Libya now occupies part of Chad, and we are cbserving developrents there with
the utmost attention.”

Kamal Hasan 'Ali's statement is noteworthy. He is one of the pillars of the re-
gime and reflects al-Sadat's views. He is also a rilitary man who was previously
minister of defense, commander general of the (ammed) forces, chief of staff and
head of Military Intelligence.

Although al-Sadat has stressed more than once that he does not have "aggressive
intentions" toward Libya, he is always warning "the madman of Libya," as he says,
of provoking Egypt and states that he will punish him as he punished him in 1977.

Evidence of Increasing Likelihood of a Clash

Agroupongyptiannnvescmstimtesevideme that Egypt is not ruling out a
skirmish with Libya. 'I’heEgyptianfomalagwithﬂleLibyanboxdershavebeen
strax;ﬂxemdandﬂledesertareaextexﬁi:qunﬂleseatoﬂleswth.hasbeen
subjected to a state of emergency and military rule. :

The Egyptian forces recently held military maneuvers in which aviation played a

praminent part in bombing "hostile radar andmissile systems bases." Helicopters
also held training in bombing military convoys and supply assistance in the de~

sert. It is well known that helicopters in desert war conditions play an excep-
tional recomnaissance and combat role.
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Egyptian military figures say that the Egyptian armed forces are now much better
than they were in the summer of 1977 when the Egyptian-Libyan skirmishes occur-
red. The air force is receiving modern American and French aircraft in instal-
ments and the land forces have been consolidated with American tanks and anti-
tank missiles. Egyptian forces can operate on the western front without taking
much stock of serious danger on the eastern front.

Lowever, in the event war with Libya breaks cut, will it be a border war limited
to the destruction of military bases along the borders, or will the Egyptian
forces invade the heartland, aiming directly at bringing the regime down?

Here military calculations and political forecasts in Cairo differ. Military

- figures say that Egyptian forces are able to penetrate into the Libyan heart-
land easily, but that wiuld require speed in penetration and the dispersal of
the Libyan forces on which al-Qadhdhafi basically depends to protect his re-
gime, before international or Soviet pressure is oonsolidated against Egypt in
order to stop its operations befare bringing the regime down.

Political predictions revolve about two points. The first is the question
vhether the Middle East could now endure the circumstances of two local wars,
the first in the Gulf, the second in the Western Desert, without having the
- situation explode completely and prepare the ciraumstances for the ocutbreak
_ of a major world war.

The secord point is that Egypt cannot leave the American position out of its
calculations. It is umderstood here that Washington is passing through a state
of paralysis during the period of the presidential transition which prevents it
from taking a decision to support or encourage Egypt to invade Libya.

The Carter Administration, in spite of its vexation with al-Qadhdhafi's poli-
cies, has advised Egypt more than once not to invade Libya. The reason for that
is that the United States cbtains 10 percent of its foreign oil imports from
Libya, which is considered America's third biggest foreign oil supplier.
American carpanies to a large extent still monopolize the process of the pro-
duction and marketing of Libyan oil, which President al-Qadhdhafi is careful

- not to infringe upon, in spite of his verbal threats.

As regards the situation in Chad, the United States, as is understood here, sym—
pathizes with the viewpoint of Nigeria, which in tum is the biggest African
country in terms of population and is America's main supplier of oil. Nigeria

- considers Hissein Habre, the Chad minister of defense, to be a "reble" and
supparts backing the "legitimate" authority of Coukouni Weddeye. However, that
does not eliminate its reservations about the extension of Libyan influence
into Chad.

what is Reagan's Position?

The important thing is to ascertain the position of the American president
Rorald Reagan and whether he believes that the time has come for a change in
Libya -— a position that sources in the Office of the Presidency in Egypt state
N Carter's administration holds and intended to carry out, had Carter won re-
- election.
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In any event, President al-Sadat has started the process of rapprochement with
Reagan. He paid no heed to the recamendation to hold a trilateral summit in-
- volving Carter, Begin and him, in order to give the new president "ample time"
= to study the conditions in the region, then open a dialogue with him.

Ejypt's American relations are founded on President al-Sadat's dictum that
Eqypt is to be turned into a base for American military movement in the Middle
East and the Gulf; he always is calling for the consolidation of economic and
political relations with America.

nl

It appears that the United States is to a large degree responding to this view-
point. last year it started supplying Egypt with arms in accordance with a pro-
gram which extends for 5 years and will cost $5 billion, in addition the Americans
will spend $2 billion to develop ard enlarge the Egyptian Ra's Banas base on the
Red Sea.

- The betting that a confrontation with Libya will occur scon increased with the
influx of rapid intervention forces into Egypt starting 11 November under the
quise of the conduct of joint training with Egyptian forces "for acclimatization
to the weather in the Middle East.” '

However, these forces have hooked up with a massive Egyptian base in Cairo West —
that is, ﬂmeyareclosertoﬂxembyanbordersthanwdzeArabGulf.

AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI is baring these military secrets in American-Egyptian re—
laticns. Foremost among them is the fact that the Imerican forces present now
in Egypt will be devoting special attention to improving the combat capability
of Eqyptian forces in desert conditions.

The United States also asked Egypt to permit it to establish an air base in the
Marsa Matruh area near Libya. The United States wants to use this base as a
takeoff point for radar surveillance aircraft in the southern Mediterranean

and the north African ard southern Sahara area.

From time to time, since last January, AWACS early-warning radar airplanes have
been taking off from Egyptian bases; tl'neseareincha_rgeofairmxrvaﬂlameand
observation activities.

A muber of confrontations have occurred between Libyan and American aircraft

:n international waters which Libya considers part of its territorial waters

in the Gulf of Sirte. Most of the American planes dbserving the situation there
take off fram Egyptian territory.

All these circumstances and items of evidence give Cairo the hunch that something
is on the verge of happening between Egypt and Libya. But can the prediction be
believed?

The answer is that it is necessary to wait awhile to determine vhether al-Sadat's
inspiration of leadership responds to the "objective" circamstances which would
encourage the performance of some operation against Libya.
COPYRIGHT: 1980 AL-WATAN AL-#ARABI
1187
CsO: 4802
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POSSIBILITIES, OBSTACIES TO DEMOCRACY EXPLORED
Paris AL-WATAN AI-~'ARABI in Arabic 28 Nov-4 Dec, 5-11 Dec 80

/Article: "The Arab Journey To Defeat: The Tribulations of Democracy in the
Arab Nation/

/28 Nov-4 Dec 80 pp 16-19/

/’I'ext/ It m:Lght be out of place to talk about democracy in the conditions the
Arab world is going through nowadays. In fact, the appeal to let the seedl:.ng of
democracy breathe, live and grow may be a sort of distraction or a cry in the de-
sert, "in the midst of these undemocratic forms and circumstances.

' However, it would not be bad for us to draw both ourselves and our attention to
the glooamy circumstances, and let us try, if only for a short mament, to concen-
trate on the cause of democracy, selzmg the opportunity of the convening of the
symposium on "problems of democracy in the Arab nation" in Morocco.

- It is sad that the Arab press, while finding itself an excuse to evade confronting

: repressive and brutal regimes, has not covered this important symposium. It is as
if even talking about democracy in general in the newspapers has become a for-
bidden and proscribed thing in the dictionaries of those who control the press.

Before we talk about the quest for democracy, it is necessary for us to talk about
the lack and absence of it, or let us say its forced exile. Here we face a group
- of reasons and circumstances which have all helped to crush the democratic ex-
. perience in the Arab world in its cradle.

First there is the responsibility of a generation of leaders who led the national

N struggle for independence. To a large extent this generatlon, in spite of its
. high praise for Western democracy at the time, was not able, in the rapture of the

triumph over colonialism, to be tolerant and allow the presence of a lawful oppo-
sition in the context of the regime and its constitutional institutions. When it
was tolerant of that, it had previocusly guaranteed legislation and a monopoly over
power for itself which would protect it from the fangs and dangers of the opposi-
tion.

The regime of Bisharah al-~-Khuri and Riyad al-Sulh tolerated opposition to scme ex-
tent by virtue of the circumstances of the factional equation in Lebanon, but it

was not able to control itself in the face of the enticements of power and adminis-
trative corruption. The regime of Shukri al-Quwwatli and Jamil Marchm in Syria
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was, in spite of its sagacity, deficient in accepting the aspirations of a broad
generation of politicians and cultured persons firmly linked to vital segments of
peasants, students and workers in such a politicized society as Syria's.

- Thus there was a realtive democracy allied with the damestic bourgeoisie, rela-
tively acceptable in camparison with the circumstances today but subject to the
whinsofthemlersaniperversionoftheelectoxalwillattheballotbox.

- Pomxdingoutthetragedyofthedemcraticexperi:mtwasmefactthatthenajor—
ity of the masses concerned were absent fram the conscious exercise of democracy
and adherence to its basic rights and freedams — indeed the readiness to die for
its sake - because of fatalism, illiteracy, backwardness, poverty and long oppres-
sion. :

The situation was hopeless as long as the policeman or security officer in the
rural areas or the remote governcrates who was the "official” agent of the repre-
sentative of feudalism or the authorities would guide the voters to the polling
places, choose candidates for them, then collect their stamps on the ballots.

To that one should add a lack of democratic eduction which the young generations
and vital segments of the society could have acquired on behalf of freedam and de-
mocracy. Democracy is not, as same people believe, just a constitution, juri-
dical provisions, statutes, bills and articles. It is first and last traditions
and usage, practice, experience, expertise, education, environment and atmosphere.

Here, in the absence of a democratic education, the responsibility lies on the
shoulders of a broad generation of cultured persons and intellectuals — we could
almost say teachers and instructors — who have not been very interested in spread-
mgaboutmﬂdissetimdrgﬂxebeliefindamcracyarﬁfxeedmmﬂxespixitsof
theyoung and the new generations of students, workers and peasants.

The emphasis in the political media mobilization of the masses has been placed on
exposing the corruption of the goverrment and the administration and exaggerating
it to the point of defaming the fiedgling experiment in democracy, sO that among
the general masses democracy, because of its liberalism, laxness and permissive-
ness, has been linked to corruption, indeed has unfortunately been considered the
proper enviroment for the growth of curruption in all its administrative and
political forms.

Democracy has unfairly been made to bear the responsibility for the emergence of
a big embezzler, a serious ganster, a cunning spy or a criminal mocking security
and order.

Indeed, more sericus than that, the responsibility for the extremism of certain
religious or racial mirnorities in demanding rights or privileges which existing
regimes, because of their weakness, were not able to respond to, has been hung

The absence of masses sensitive to the cause of democraCy has been synonymous with
the absence of big popular parties which were vigilant about democracy.
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The absence of these parties has made one miss the cypartunity to give the legis-
lative institution and the executive and political authorities a firm harmonious
form. Thus parliaments or regimes have been amorphous malleable forms containing
a mixture of strong personalities, traditional leaders and tribal powers wiiich
gathered together or split up over personal alliances and selfish interests, so that
it has been impossible for the opposition or the masses to determine who was res-

- pensible for political or econcmic guidance or good or bad conduct.

It is painful that with very limited exceptions the Arab nation is still lacking
in parties with clear, specific principles and programs, parties with bases which
push renewed blood up fram the base to the sumit in the form of ideas and leaders
in a natural democratic flow, so that the banner will always be borne by young
leaders experienced in ruling, opposition and democratic methods.

local or damestic circumstances which have contributed to eliminating the demo-
cratic experiment cannot in any event be separated from foreign factors and ‘in-
fluences which also have had a role in camitting aggression against fledgling
Arab democracy after independence or after the formation of the state in Arab
societies in its modexrn sense.

) Anyone readirg secret documents in the archives of the British, French and American
foreign ministries or the memoirs of agents of these countries' espionage services
will realize that Western democracy was never a camodity for export to the third

- world, including the Arab world.

Western policies, with all their influence, roles, experience and agents have

worked to bring Arab democracy down without pity or mercy and encourage adventurers

to take power and establish dictatorships which have been strong on the surface but

brittle in nature and found no shelter from popular reactions except by relying on
- foreign forces in exchange for guarding and guaranteeing these forces' interests

in the Arab nation.

The charter of the CIA, for instance, forbids the exercise of any activity within
the United States, because its role is limited to gathering information and organ-—
izaing the affairs of the world in accordance with the Protestant Christian view,
a view which allowed the Dulles brothers, Johnson and Nixon to arrange and hatch
"dirty operations" against all the "satanic" regimes in the third world which
differed with this "protestant" view in looking at interests and positions.

American hypocrisy reached its peak when President Carter came and imposed him-
self as a protector of "human rights" without cleaning his own hands by directing
self-criticism against the "free" conscience of America, which has permitted the
crushing of democratic forces and regimes in the third world.

It is true that dealing with dictatorial regimes which are strong in appearance
but malleable in nature has in the short term made it easy for the West to guar-
antee its interests and monopolies in the third world, but in the long run the

- West has begun to reap what its hands have wrought against democracies in the
third world.
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= The dictatorship of generals allied with Washington started to open the way for
, other dictatorships which were more vicious and terrible in their dealings with
: peoples and also with the West.

The Soviets have become proficient at the principles of the game. Today they in-
stall dictatorships on their behalf or cooperate with or assimilate dictatorships
- under their brilliant economic and social slogans.

Thus it is out of the question for instance to campare the dictatorial practices
of President Abid al-Shishaki with those of the regimes of President Hafiz al-Asad
or President Mu~amar al-Quadhdhafi. These regimes in turn have became proficient
in the art of the game and have through the instinct for survival became impelled
to move skilfully through the networks of the two big powers' intertwined in-
terests in the world. '

The Soviets' responsibility for supporting or coopting non-popular dictatorships
and regimes in the third world is in no way less than that of the West, but the Arab
democratic forces are carforted by the fact that the Soviet Union is not likely

to say much in defense of freedom and democracy as long as these attributes are
imprisoned within the frameworks of classic commmism in the Soviet nation itself.

Israel Is a Threat to Arab Democracy

The establishment of Israel in the heart of the Arab nation was a negation of all
possibilities for the establishment of democracy, especially in the surrounding
countries.

The circumstances of defeat charged the Arab atmosphere with tension, bitterness
and a violent popular desire to seck revenge against those reponsible for the

, successive defeats. This desire was countered by the regimes' recourse to re-

- pression and brutality to conceal their deficiencies and their responsibility in
fashioning the defeat.

- Thus, while in the Zionist state democracy, regardless of its narrowness or breadth,
is growing, permitting the press and the Israelis to hold those responsible for
shortcanings in the 1972 war to account, democracy in Syria, Egypt and elsewhere
has fled and collapsed.

Isn'+ is scandalous that a nation of 150 million people has not yet read so much
as one strategic book setting out in detail and objectivity the reasons and the
responsibility for the military defeat of 1956 and 19672

The state of war with Israel has been a permanent cause for the implementation of
exceptional laws and provisions, the establishment of state security courts and
the arbitrary and capriciocus imprisomments which have been imposed for decades.

These Janissary laws have succeeded in splittirg the spirit from the body of
peoples who are supposed to stand up, resist, and fight occupation, settlement

- and expansion, without, however, talking, ‘protesting, discussing or partici~
pating themselves in goverrment in their own countries.
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Nonetheless, one of these exceptional laws and cases which have brouht disaster
upon Arab spirits and dignity prevented one spy like Cohen from making a mockery
of security in the Arab nation.

Yes, military dictatorship has not prevented espionage. -Perhaps it was signifi-
cant that the wierd judge Salah al-Dali, who tried Cchen, was one of his friends
in gloriocus nights of intimacy, and that his other friend, George Salim Sayf,
w2s govermment censor of the Syrian press. However, Salah, like Sammar Cohen,
has not yet dared say anything in the highest positions of power about what he
spontaneously and naively related at these pleasant soirees about the secrets of
power to the spy, who by that time had became almost a leading comrade in the
party.

- One of the excuses which Kissinger and other Western mediators and messengers
have used to justify themselves before the Arabs is that democracy in the Zionist
state prevents successive Israeli govermments from adopting unpopular decisions
which involve "concessions" to the Arabs, while the Arabs can offer concessions
to Israel because they have absolute power and do not fear a popular opposition
in their countries.

By this logic, President al-Sadat was dragged to Jerusalem to bow his head in

submission before the plaque cammemorating the Israeli war dead, present a treaty

for separate peace with the enemy to the "Egyptian People's Assembly," then pre-
< sent it to the people in a referendum whose results were known beforehand.

Why not? Because of the absence of democracy, the honorable assembly menbers,
wham Nasir’s regime had signed over to that of al-Sadat, and whom the National
Party had inherited fram the central platform and the Socialist Union, do not
represent the conscience of the Egyptian people, who are cammitted to the security,
peace and struggle of their Arab nation -- they represent the conscience of the
regime, which is capable of shifting its allegiance in the twinkling of an eye,
without fear of being held accountable or interrogated, fram the trench of con-
frontation to a tourist hotel in Hertzlia.

It is truly gloomy and dreary, the democracy of the rapid shift which President
al-Sadat is pleased to talk about in his eloquent lisp and which the other Arab
regimes boast of.

- The causes for the coup de grace against Arab democracy are complemented by the
role military men have played in politics. The defeat by Israel was not suffi-
cient to concentrate military efforts in plugging up the gaps in the Arab
defense — instead of that, the military men, defeated in war, turned the ar-
tillery away frum the borders to threaten the capitals and steal power and au-
thority in the dark of night.

In Syria, alone, the army men attached Damascus fram the front, bringing regimes
there down nine times in 20 years. This is what the commonly known history claims.
However, the secret history of coups in this miserable country claims that there
were dozens of coups and thousands of people in gold braid who thoucht about or

made attempts which did not succeed or remained secret. It became a tradition in
the Syria of the fifties and sixties for an officer to think of a coup if he had
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a tank company close to the ill-fated capital in order to threaten the regime
- there or invade it and read art.Communique Number One, which a clique of friends
and adventurers had prepared for him.

However, the strangest coup was the ane led by the officer Haydar al-Kuzbari, who
drank a number of glasses of whiskey until a late hour at night at the Officers'
Club, emerged staggering in diligent camouflage then went directly to the camel
riders' units (the desert guard) in order to invade Damascus and bring down the

- goverrment of Nasir and the union with rusted-out amor that went back to the

T thirties.

al-Kuzbari and Nasir are two examples of military men who were brave in their
studies and long-range thinking. Here it is sufficient to say that al-Kuzbari
and his clique struck out at the union state on grounds of the lack of democracy
and Egyptian damination.

All al-Kuzbari received in his classes in the form of heavy doses of belief in
Arab unity and nationalism did not, during the hours of vigor and wantonness, pre-
vent a blow against the great hopes of the Arabs.

Tt was lost on him that the struggle for the sake of democracy must occur within
the framework of the union state; the establishment of dictatorship in Cairo should
not call for Damascus to secede from it, just as the establishment of dictatorship
in Damascus does not justify the crime of Aleppo's seceding fram that.

When al-Kuzbari's colleagues sensed the burden of what their hands had wrought,

they went to Nasir beseeching forgiveness and pardon and showing their readiness
to rejoin what had been severed. However, Nasir's military pride prevented him
from regaining by a military coup a country which had gone by military

coup.

while al-Kuzbari, in his introversion and narrovmindedness, was a "model" example
of a military person, Nasir was an amazing example of a military man with broad

- vision and grasp. However, the two, by virtue of the military eduction, were
deficient in understanding and assimilating the value of democracy.

Nasir's popularity, dominance of the masses in Egypt and the Arab world, sagacity,
carpetence and political talent were sufficient to permit him, especially after
the Suez war or the announcement of the union with Syria, to establish a demo-
cratic presidential system.

Damocracy, with its parties, its press, and its opposition would not have posed a
danger to Nasir and his regime. One opposition vote case in an Egyptian-Syrian
"people's Assembly" meeting in Cairo or Damascus would have been better, and would
have been a warning surpassing in importance and benefit, the hundreds of agency
reports Nasir exerted himself over in the evenings and wasted his life reading.
Nonetheless, these reports did not prevent a drunken officer from bringing down

the union in 1961, nor did they prevent the bosam friend of his life, Field Marshal
'‘Amir, fram creating the biggest causes of the defeat in 1967.

1t was inevitable, understandable and logical that the military institution should
grow, especially in countries confronting Israel, and became an illegitimate state
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within legitimate states. However, this growth was at the expense of democracy,
whose temination and strangulation the military men, starting with al-Kuzbari,
ending with Nasir and proceeding throwgh Qasim and al-Qadhdhafi, spared no effort
in campleting.

The Responsibility of Nationalist Forces

Then there is also the responsibility of the Arab nationalist forces. The inter-
- necine struggle and infighting among these political forces was a grievous blow

to the Arab masses, because, if these forces hed joined forces, more than they

separated, there would have been no justification for infighting and liquidations.

- When these forces ruled, they could not, because of the proliferation of wings
within them, because of opposition from other national forces on the political
street, and because of their alliances with groups of adventurers in the military
organization, establish democratic regimes.

A more calamitous and bitter deviation occurred in the composition of same of these
ruling forces. Their isolation fram the masses and the proliferation of power
centers within them campelled them to seek non-democratic means to preserve their

. personal rule and gains. Therewas a regression for example in Syria into fac-

B tional introversion. In Libya, the regime resorted to breaking up all the insti-
tutions which it felt might constitute a danger to it. In South Yemen, the regime
delivered itself and its head to foreign influence along with all the bases,
facilities and dominance the foreign influence required.

The introversion of these regimes and their permanent evasion of the democratic
alternative ultimately made them lock for foreign alternmatives which would back
them up in their desperate strugle to survive in power.

Isn't it a tribulation for the regime in Syria, for example, after 17 years of

survival in power —— during which it has come into possession of all the party,

political, cultural, media, school and university equipment and implements —-

that the generation it raised should be the generation of the Moslem Brothers?

Isn't it a tribulation for the regime that it should deal with the generation
_ it raised in the language of blood, lead, assassination and extermination?

The tribulation in reality is not Syria's alone. In the last analysis, it is the
tribulation of the Arab regimes, foremost among them the natiomalist ones.

The responsibility of the marxist or radical regimes, or those which have relin-
quished their national line to follow the marxist platform, is no less than that

of the national forces in failing to seek recourse in the democratic alternative.
These forces say nothing about the cause of democracy. They fight existing regimes
but do not talk in detail about their view and vision of democracy -- assuming that
these forces believe in democracy at all.

N Here it is necessary, out of fairness to these forces, to say that their criteria
of democracy are different from Western criteria. Democracy, to them, may be res-
tricted to an elite or vanguard vhich mxst lead, guide and rule —- damocracy, to

them, is the "dictatorship of the proletariat,” the dictatorship of the working
class which works, produces and consequently must rule.
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However, no matter what the differences in interpretation and definition of the
notion and form of democracy might be, that does not excuse the deficiency of
these forces and parties in asserting the notion of freedom in Arab society.

It is unfortumate that most of these "progressive" forces are today supporting
the most ferocious dictatorial regimes in the Arab world.

In fact, the historic leadership of a "radical" party like the Syrian Communist
Party found no embarrassment in having the members of its political bureau place
their imprimatur on a "eulogy" for 'Abd-al-Karim al-Jundi, one of the most vicious
intelligence agency heads Syria has known, when he comitted suicide a few days
before the coup which brought President al-Asad to the sumit of power in 1970.
After that, Mr. Khalid Bakrash /sic/, secretary general of the party, found no
contradiction in sitting down at a table including the members of the token

: "National. Progressive Front" which President al-Asad is pleased to summon fram time
to time, to be quided by its advice on issues and matters on which he had already
made up his mind.

If the radical or leftist parti&sibear part of the responsibility far the stifling
of the democratic experiment, the forces of the right also must explicitly state
their position on the issue of democracy.

The Moslem Brothers, who are still playing an effective role under the political

surface in more than one Arab country, have said nothing frank about democracy.

In fact, they are still evading cbvious questions about their movement, their be-

havior and their plans. Same of them even refuse to admit that they are a poli-

tical movement, organization or political party. Some of them view other parties
3 and organizations with the hostile view "whoever is not with us is against us."

The gravity of the tendency toward political violence in the ranks of the move-

: ment, or the exploitation of the reservoir of regligious enthusiasm among the

- masses, is no less than that of the lack of clarity in defining political identity
cr the position on democracy. This ambiguity will be negatively reflected on the
Arab masses' position on the brothers, who must themselves specify in a clear,
obvious fashion their position and place on the Arab political stage.

In the course of the discussion on the positions of Arab political organizations
and parties, on the issue of democracy, it is necessary to address oneself to the
position of the Palestinian revolution on it as well.

One might say that the logic on the rifle does not coincide with the logic of
democracy. However, the rifle is pointed basically at the usurping enemy. Stress-
ing democracy must be the Palestinian revolution's path toward the hearts and minds
of the silent majority in the Arab world which is fundamentally its true buttress
in its struggle and battle and in its confrontation with the conspiracy against
it.

Every bullet fired at the enemy must be accampanied by a deepening of democratic
interaction among all the detachments of the Palestinian resistance, in spite of
their different political and ideological affiliations and connections. The more
democratic, sound and proper the dialogue among the detachments of the resistance
is, the more the status of the rifle and the revolution will be consolidated in
Arab public opinion.

13

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1



APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1

In fact, the main current in the Palestinian resistance movement -~ we mean the
FATH current - must struggle for the sake of consolidating the trend toward.
democracy in the Arab world. If there had been real democracy in Egypt, al-Sadat
would not have dared try to solve Egypt's cause at the expense of the cause of
Palestine.

More than that, the Palestinian resistance's heart must open up to all open criti-
cism directed against it in the Arab world, whether issued by an official or pop-
ular body. Criticism alone can correct the course of the bullet and make it set
off toward its sole target, the enemy.

Following this-review of the causes, influences and elements which have played
their part in bringing down democracy in the Arab world, it is necessary to talk
about ways to restore democracy, or, more explicitly, to put the Arabs on the -
thousand-mile road toward democracy. Let us see whether it is possible to es-
tablish a true Arab democracy, and how; will the issue of democracy outstrip the
issue of unity in the national concern?

This all will require another frank analytical stand regarding the trial of de-
mocracy in the Arab nation. Let us once again say that this might not be the
time and the circumstance for this discussion; however, the absence of democracy
is basically one of the causes of the perverse circumstances the Arab world is
going through. Therefore, to talk about democracy is to deal with the essence
and is not separable fram dealing with the Arab issues of the hour.

/5-11 Dec 80 pp 15-17/

/Text/ This is the second and final instalment of "The Arabs' Journey to Defeat,"
In the context and circumstances of the trials of democracy in their greater
nation. The first instalment analyzed the causes of the fall of democracy and
disclosed the forces hostile to it and their role in conspiring against its pre-
daninance. In this instalment AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI investigates the possibilities
of establishing democracy and its constitutional and political form, and seeks
the forces which might constitute a guarantee for its survival and quard over it.

Can democracy be established ard breathe in the context of the regimes existing in
the Arab world today?

That is a difficult question which the political analyst asks of himself, but it
is necessary to confront it, because it is out of the question to talk about de-
mocracy without taking the powers which rule and govern into consideration; other-
wise, the talk will be just smoke in the air, a theoretical or academic investi-
gation which is not linked by any ties to the reality which exists on the map or
in the real world.

From the outset it is necessary to concede in advance that there is no hope of
establishing any form of democracy, in its form as an instrument for expressing
opinions, in the context of specific regimes, in Scuth Yemen, for instances, where
half the population has fled, or in Libya, where president al-Qadhdhafi considers
parliamentary representation to be a fraud and the mere establishment of parties
treason.
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This does not mean that one should give a certificate of innocence to other regimes.
However, there are regimes which possess the basic qualifications to take large

) steps toward democracy. Morocco is considered a model of a regime which is being

- gradually transfommed , in a noteworthy manner which merits study, fram intro-

. version to liberalization.

In this Arab country today there are political parties and bodies, a free press,

ard strong unions. King Hasan the Second himself has not been slow to encourage -
this tendency —— in fact he is requesting the people in the Sahara to join the.

parties in existence: in the north and also have newspapers which will express

their opinions just like newspapers in the north.

In Tunisia, President Bourguiba's regime is oriented toward liberalism. Even in
Algeria there are encouraging first signs in the context of the presidency of
Chadli Bendjedid.

- In the Arab East, there are palpable deliberate steps toward democracy in Iraqg,

perhaps in Jardan and Kuwait, and even in Saudi ‘Arabia, in spite of the atmos-
_ phere charged with tension as a result of the Camp David agreements and the chaos -
of the Iranian revolution. '

In Syria the situation is hopeless. In Egypt the regime is not democratic but,

- in comparison with the regime in Syria or Libya, al-Sadat is scoring more than
one point on his behalf. AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI has perhaps been the harshest Arab
journal in criticising the Camp David platform and the deviation of the Egyptian
regime from the national path, but AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI has enough courage to say
that al-Sadat's regime is more liberal and open than many of the regimes which
cricicise him, '

In Egypt, the opponents do not go to the gallows. In Egypt, there is one or more
opposition party newspaper. Mearmhile, the parties of the "National Front" in
Syria, in the ocourse of 10 years, have failed to issue even one cammon newspaper
speaking in their name, although the constitution of the front grants these
parties that right.

Perhaps the liberal elements of ai-Sadat's regime are intentional and deliberate,
to prove that the separate peace with Israel, and the establishment of relations
with it and the United States, also mean tolerance of some political liberali-
zation which is not present in most existing Arab regimes, in the intention to
lead the silent Arab majority which rejects the Camp David platform but at the
same time is staggering under the burden of undemocratic circumstances astray and
cause it despair.

Monarchies Do Not Prevent the Establishment of Democracy -
In the forties and fifties the belief was prevalent that the monarchical system was

an abstacle to the establishment of democracy and that the mere fall of monarchies
would autamatically mean the establishment of democratic regimes.

l_?»itterexgerienoehasprcvedtheermoftfﬁSbelief. The fall of the monarchy =
in Egypt in 1952 paved the way for the establishment of social democracy, that is,
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an attempt to redistribute wealth among the population in a fair manner and mo-
bilize production in service of the national economy. However, political demo-
cracy simply did not accampany social democracy.

In Iraq, ‘'Abd-al-Karim Qasim's regime was not just a war against democracy ——
with its minority elements it was a strong blow at Arab nationalist forces. In
fact, the republic of the 'Arif brothers, which did not fall short of Qasim's
regime in its non-Arab estrangement, placed itself in a dilemma which reached the
point of armed clash with the Ba'th Party, the main national party in Iraqg.

In Libya, the jamahiriyah of the Green Book openly rejects all the forms of de-
mocracy in the world which were implicitly rejected by the Senussi monarchy.

- Thus the republics have not proved that they are more democratic or more effec-
tively prepared and determined to accept democracy than the monarchies.

What is said about democracy can be said also about unity. The establishment of
republics has not paved the way for the establishment of unity, the Arab's na-
tional hope. Qasim struck down the national forces and made alliance with the
British and the Cammnists to resist Irag's headlong rush to join the Egyptian-
Syrian union in 1958 and 1959.

al-Qahdhafi's jamahiriyah has been unsuccessful in establishing unity with Egypt,
the Sudan, Tunisia, Algeria and Malta, respectively, and will fail to establish

it with Syria. The fall of the monarchy in North Yemen has not brought about unity
with South Yemen even though 18 years have elapsed since the republic was estab-
lished in San'a'. '

The purpose in talking about unity here is not to defend monarchies but rather to
say that there is no hope of establishing democracy in the Arab nation without
- establishing unity — and conversely, as the union between Egypt and Syria proved,
- there is no hope of a lasting union without democracy.

This notion was lost on Presidents al-Asad and al-Qadhdhafi when they announced
their plans for union, although every Syrian criticism of the union with Egypt was
based on the fact that democracy was lacking in the union.

- Unity and democracy are two interconnected things. Amazingly, a wise traditional
politician like Dr Nazim al-Qudsi realized that in the forties; when he was given
the opportunity to head the Syrian cabinet for a short period in the early
fifties, he carried about a draft constitution for the establishment of a federal
democratic union which he took about with him to the Arab capitals.

Nazim al-Qudsi committed a big mistake when he accepted what his close companion
and friend Rushdi al-Kikhiya rejected: ten years later he agreed to head the
Syrian secessionist republic. However, al-Quidsi will go down in history not as

a premier of the succession but as cne of the pioneers of Arab unity.

The reader may be amazed by this description of al-Qudsi the secessionist, who has
been shrouded in oblivion although he is still alive and earning a living. However,
the fact is that that Syrian politician realized, at the peak of his maturity,
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that strengthening democracy in Syria would take place through the attainment of
a form of Arab unity.

This principle, which al-Quidsi, graduate of Lausanne University in Switzerland,
discovered, is still true 30 or 40 years later, Democracy cannot be established
in Iraq, the Gulf of Jordan if there is a dictatorship in Syria, and the opposite
is true.

Democracy, by the nature of its institutions, its concepts, its persons, its coun-
cils and its political figures, does not possess the absolute powers and authori-
ties, security service, and intelligerce organizations which undemocratic re-
gimes posess.

The tragedy of Lebanon is embodied in the fact that the weak, idiotic factional
democracy there was not able to persevere in the face of the struggle among

Arab regimes on its territory. The force of the Second Bureau (the intelligence
agency) which roamed about at will in the era of al-Shihab in the sixties, did
not resenble or equal a single security agency of the network of security agen—
cies in al-Asad's Syria ar 'Abd-al-Nasir's Egypt.

Thus it is impossible in the practical sense to turn a single Arab country into
an independent laboratory for the democratic experiment, because this Arab world,
in spite of all the efforts, barriers and laws which limit the freedom of movement
and transfer fram one of its parts to another and prevent the exchange of news-
papers, publications and ideas among countries, is an inseparable whole: what
happens in Saudi Arabia affects what happens in Syria, Jordan, or even Algeria and
Morocco. And the converse is also true.

The Unity State is Tolerant with Its Masses

It is not an exaggeration to say that the attainment of Arab unity is one of the
conditions for the attainment of democracy. The unity state, in spite of its ex-
tensive area, can deal tolerantly, generously, broadmindedly and magnanimously
with its masses. The unity state can solve the problems of racial and religious
minorities and guarantee their rights to retain their traditions, heritage and
language and exercise their beliefs in freedam, and appeal to them to contribute
their share and their part to the authority and legislation.

A regime in any small country, even if it is democratic, possesses a large amount
of touchiness which makes it tense and nervous in dealing with domestic and na-
tional issues.

Mearwhile, the Arab unity state, or Arab federal state, would possess sufficient
self-confidence and strength to allow any racial or religiocus minarity to present
its demands openly, even if these demands reached the point of secession.

There is no fear over this in the context of a democratic state covering a broad
area. The central autharities in India treat the regional and racial issue with
a large degree of toleration; the central authorities in Canada have pemmitted
thehendlprovinceofguebectoholdareferendmntodetemdnewhethertostayin
the federation or secede. Rene Levesque, the leader of Quebec, has not been
considered a traitor, has not been brought to trial, and has not been executed;
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he is still a leader of Quebec and a premier there, because the central powers,
in an atmopshere of democracy, have enough scope of vision and wisdom to permit
its citizens to determine whether they want to be citizens or not -- that is,
democracy, without touchiness, has allowed its citizens to infringe on the most
sacred of objects, the unity of natiomal soil. All sacred objects collapse
before the sacred object of democracy, before the sanctity of free opinions,
before the predaminance of the value of thought and intelligence.

Yes, Arab unity, even a federal union, is unfeasible, if not impossible, in the
current circumstances of fragmentation and internecine fighting. However, this
does not mean one should not make the attempt. The Amman sumit conference was
a suitable opportunity to dispel the atmosphere of tension, and in fact, had in-
tentions been pure, it would perhaps have been a starting point or preparatory
step toward same unificationist or federal action which would gradually have
taken the place of the Arab League, on grounds that all the previous summit con-
ferences, contrary to Syria's view, have been positive turning points toward
mutual understanding and coordination.

A quick glance at the geographical, political, human and social map of the "Arab
mation" is sufficient to divide it into draft umits or federations which can pre-
pare a suitable climate for the growth of democracy.

Irag, Syria and Jordan constitute a harmonious human, political and economic
whole and consequently offer an opportunity for the establishment of a consti-
tutional federal union based on democracy. This federation can exempt the exis-
ting regimes from the causes of domestic tension and can provide a human arsenal,
strategic heartland and massive resources for confronting Israel. Democracy can
be the quarantee and the element of balance which will ensure the confidence and
trust of the regimes in power.

The monarchy in Jordan will not be obstructed by the establishment of a harmonious
federation. The king in Amman is like the president in Baghdad or Damascus --— he
is a ruler, the head of the executive authority, and the person daily responsible,
by virtue of the current situation, for running everyday affairs. The federal
constitution can guarantee the continuation of the current domestic format of
rule, since the federation will not enter into the minutiae of details in any of
the three countries but will be oriented toward defense, diplamatic and econcmic
coordination and toward guaranteeing the genesis of sound, proper democracy.

The call to establish a federal union among Irag, Jordan and Syria is not just a
spontanecus national yearing for union —— it is a realistic call based on the
abovementioned foundations, and, if the circumstances developing in Syria prevent
its attainment now, they are certainly exceptional transitory circumstances for
which a solution, perhaps a rapid solution, must be provided someday.

What is said about the call for a federal union among these three countries can
be said about the call for a federal union in the Gulf which will compramise
Saudi Arabia and the states of the emirates. Nor is that a strange call — the
federation will be a constitutional consecration of a situvation which exists

now, that of political —— we almost say economic — consultation and coordination
among these countries under Saudi leadership.
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Egypt, the Sudan and Libya provide reasonable bases for the establishment of a
- federal union; the same is true among the three countries of the Maghreb —
- Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco, and perhaps Mauritania as well.

These federations will not necessarily be consecrations of the regimes. The de-
mocratic constitutional format will guarantee the gradual development of these
regimes, the expansion and broadening of their popular bases, and the partici-
pation of the greatest possible amount of mass segments in the regimes which have
so far kept aloof from participating in the process of fashioning their present
and future and their political and social decisiaons.

These federations will not just prepare the suitable atmosphere for democracy --
they will also be a preparatory step to a greater unity which time might sooner
or later allow to be attained.

The Democracy of the Presidential System

This has concerned the form or framework in which the democratic Arab state can

_ be formulated. However, democracy, as we said in the last issue, still is an
elastic, flexible ward which is subject to legal, juridical, constitutional and
ideological interpretations. Consequently the dispute over these interpretations
will cause the Arabs to be lost, as they were lost in their dispute over unity or
socialism.

Democracy, in King Husayn's view, is different from that of 'Abd-al-Fattah
Isma'il, al-Qadhdhafi or Salih Yahyawi. Western democracy is different from that
in China, the Soviet Union or Eastern Eurcpe.

To resolve these interpretations, let us state, in simplified fashion, that the
requisite democracy is a parliamentary or representative democracy which relies
on a strong presidential system. The f£ifth republic of France is a fit model
for the Arab democracy desired. There are two vital legislative councils and
strong parties. However, De Gaulle gave the presiderncy strong powers which en-
abled him to pursue the process of flexibly forging political decisions without
turning the president into a dictator with absolute powers.

The presidential system is not the preferred format, but in the first stage it
will be necessary because the Arabs cannot shift from their current condition to
a completely democratic situation in one stroke. The regimes are pressed against
beneath the surface by hundreds of explosive problems, and merely removing the
cover is enough to set off all the contradictions in them and constitute a lethal
cancerous fabric on the surface of the frail skin of democracy.

Iran is a vivid example. The Shah's reginme was an iron lid on a boiling, blazing
mass in which there was an odd mixture of social, econamic, political, racial and
religious issues and problems. When the 1id was raised the explosion occurred.
Khomevni's democracy is a frail fabric in the gusts of wind, on its edges.

No regime, whatever its nature and intentions, can constitute a guard or guarantor
of democracy. The real guarantee of freedom is democratic power -~ by which we
mean political parties, popular, trade union and professional organizations, and
the press.
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The democracy needed is not the traditiomal democracy of the thirties or forties
in Egypt and Iraq, the democracy of the fifties in Syria, the democracy of the
sixties in Lebanon; democracy is not flabby political and social forces allied
with the palace, the regime or the foreign forces. Democracy is not obsolete
power, feudalism or capital, prominent persons, chieftains, or aristocratic
families.

the Alliance of the Middle and Working Classes

The democracy which is required must be expressive and representative of the new
forces in society — the thinking, effective, working and productive forces. In
other words, it is, specifically, the democracy of the middle class in alliance
with the working class.

This statement might be alien to theoretical and ideological premises in its view
of the social struggle, or new as regards what is said in the books, publications,
press and publications of the radical forces in the Arab world, which have pro-
moted what are known as popular or mass democracies ar the dictatorship of the
proletariat. No such democracies exist today in the Arab world; while there are
regimes which bear these descriptions and names, a quick reading of their in-
ternal conditions will show how great the split is between the "popular" au-
thorities and the people, between the "mass" authorities and the masses. In
brief they are a democracy which is restricted to a marrow group or a petty cli-
que dominating power with their agencies and repression, not their ready or in-
rovative theories or their broad popular bases.

The ideological standard does not eliminmate the existing state of affairs. To-
day there is an invisible alliance between the middle and working classes in the
Arab world. This unnoticed alliance is pressing with tremendous force against
the existing political forms, expressing itself, its view and its interests in
the context of power and legislation.

There is a broad current of technocrats who plan the economy and manage indus-
trial organizations, intellectuals, people in white collars (employees and
functionaries in the public and private sectors), small craftsmen and merchants
who represent domestic capitalism, and blue collar workers. These all meke up
the unnoticed alliance on whose shoulders econcmic and social change in the past
30 years has lain. They all make up the effective, motive force in society,

not the working class alone, as people with radical theories are claiming.

How great and strange appears the contradiction when we find that the radicals,

who today are presiding over political organizations calling for the establish-

ment of the power of the proletariat, are all, except far a few, people from the
middle class, while the working class, for the most part, offers its labors for

work and production while its guiding orienting thought is only in theories.

This alliance constitutes a social fabric which provides stability ard relieves
the storms of explosion, tension and social struggle. While the working and
middle classes are able to establish this alliance in the context of work and
production, the democracy that is to be hoped for must be expressive of the alli-
ance in the context of power or the opposition.
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party organizations are the vehicle which will absorb the political forces of these
allied or interconnected social forces, and democracy must pave the way for the
establishment of free trade unimsor vocational organizations chosen by workers

and employees far removed from the directives of intelligence officers. All these
organizations must be vital, effective, conscious and able to protect and watch
over democracy.

To emphasize this alliance which exists between the middle and working classes
is not an "impudent" aggression, as the radical observers may call it, against
the ideological standard which separates classes and makes struggle among them
inevitable, or opposes the alliance with permanent propaganda and publicity.

Even if this alliance between the two classes did not exist, it is the task of
the parties and trade unions in the circuestances of democracy to work and
struggle to establish it arnd consolidate it, to guarantee political stability
and the continuity of work and production, and to implant social peace and
protect democracy itself.

However, what is the position of military men on Arab democracy?

The intense loathing with the forces of technocracy, intellectuals and other de-
mocractic forces in Arab society harbor toward military men must not rule out
the acknowledgement that the nulltary institution has a role, a place and status
in a democratic state. Perhaps giving military men the right to vote — indeed
giving them the right to send representatives to the legislative institutions
and the executive power -- will express an actual fact, as embodied in the ef-
fective role of the military institution in Arab political life.

Perhaps giving military men this constitutional role will help reduce the ille-
gitimate role they are playing today in the context of power and politics, indeed
may dispel the desire among adventurous military persons to trespass against
democracy or overthrow its regimes by force.

The Principle of Separation of Powers and Independence of the Judiciary

Legal surveillance over the oourse of the constitutional process and the demo-
cratic game must be undertaken by a number of totally independent institutions.
First there is administrative and financial accountability, which assumes sur-
veillance over public funds, in order to ensure that they are not infringed or
squandered, or wasted on services which do not conform to the public interest,
constitutional morality or democracy, mot to speak about human morality.

- Secord there is the need to rely on the principle of the separation of the three
powers. In this sphere it is necessary to stress the absolute independence of the
judiciary. This independence invests judges and men of the law with dignity, in-
creases their confidence in themselves and their consciences, and makes of their
higher institutions an honest reference source for the application of the con-
stitution and laws, their application and the expansion of individual juridical
judament in their field.

Democracy without an independent judiciary is a forest without a guard. The yearn-
ing of judges and men of the law always naturally strives toward democracy;
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enjoyment by the lawyers' unions in the Arab world of independence and a dis-

tinctive trade union and professional personality will enable them to play

their role of giving warning to the political and executive powers. Putting

the head and members of the council of the Federation of Lawyers' Unions in Syria

in prison just for demanding the return of democracy and the abrogation of state

security courts, traditional courts and exceptional laws is something one cannot

be silent about. -

Most lawyers who have been lodged as guests in dungeons have not previously en~

gaged in political activity and the recommendations they presented constituted a

compromise solution to the dilemma of the regime in its estrangement from its

citizens. However, the arrogance which dominates spirits always prevents a res-

ponse to the logic of the mind and wisdom. =

It is painful that the voice of the men of the law in the Arab world, and the

whole world, has not been raised to help the Syrian men of the law in their -
tribulations, and that adequate pressure has not been exerted on President
al-Asad's regime to release them; that has made it easy for the regime to dissolve
the elected councils for the lawyers' unions with the stroke of a pen to draw up
unions of representatives of the authorities and the Communists cooperating with
them with the stroke of another pen.

This has all happened with the knowledge, understanding and endorsement of a man
named 'Abd-al-Ra'uf al-Kasim, who, when he assumed the premiership, gave the
good news that his would be a govermment of damestic relaxation and a barrier
standing in the way of transgressions and aggression against laws and statutes.

In any event, the loss of freedoms by a handful of men of the law does not equal
the regime's loss of a strong, effective and forceful class of people represented
by the prisoners, a class of cultivated liberal groups which stood with concern -
for the nation against political violence in the street and violence by the
authorities up to the day of arrest. Their vanguard's presentation of legal ad-
vice to the regime was a criterion of the latter's ability to respond flexibly to
a group which did not bear amms, engage in assassination, demonstrate in the
streets or even enlist itself in and be totally absorbed in political action.

The violent response by the authorities to the demands of the men of the law moved
this social class, with all its effective influential weight, to the ranks of the
opposition, increasing the alienation and isolation of the regime and its dilemma
before itself and the democratic forces in the Arab world.

The press also has a role in the process of building democracy. The press is the
salt of democracy ard gives it a flavor distinguishing it from dictatorship,
which sees in the media only a trumpet which ridicules it.

While the regimes must provide a climate of freedom for the press, the press must

also exercise a form of internal surveillance over itself and its conscience in

order to avoid infringement.

The fact is that the role of the press in democratic ernviromments has not yet been )

adequately studied. While the press is not acceptable as an instrument of power,
the press, as an instrument of political guidance operated by a person or group of

22

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1



APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1

- FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

persons possessing money and influence, is not lawful, and, in addition, party

- ownership of newspapers has not proved capable of offering political or popular
newspapers which are successful in the journalistic sense. The role of the press
ard its ownership and orientation remains a matter subject to a long argument
which must take place sameday when the conditions exist for the establishment
of democracy.

In conclusion, this is a tour of the horizons of Arab democracy, the cause and
circumstances of its collapse, the forces opposed to it and responsible for its
absence, and the possibility of scmeday establishing a democracy in a belea-
guered Arab world.

N If talk about democracy scmetimes seems a sort of naive topicality and optimistic
idealism — a wilful neglect of the ciramstances of fragmentation, repression,
tyranny and violence in Arab societies — it is necessary, in spite of all the

- rieks it entails for a nationalist periodical like AL~WATAN AL~'ARABI, because it
touches a taboo, deals with the taboos and sacred relics of regimes, and is
generally oppressive upon their reputation.

In any event, whatever regimes will accept about: democracy, AL-WATAN AL~'ARABI be-
1ieves that it is its duty to embark on the discussion and considers that the
rays of democracy in the great nation are flashing among the curtains of the in-
visible and shining through the black clouds gqathered on the distrant horizon.
COPYRIGHT: 1980 AL~WATAN AlL~'ARABI

11887
Cso: 4802
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS

TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER REVIEWS VARIOUS ARAB, DMSTIC PROBLEMS
Paris AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI in Arabic 24-30 Oct 80 pp 27-29

/zrticle by Nabil Mughrabi: 'Mohamed Mzali, Tunisian Premier, to_ AL-WATAN AL-'
ARABI: Arab Political Leaders Are Suffering from a Moral Crisis"/

/Text/ It is the first time Mr Mohamed Mzali, the prime minister of Tunisia, in
his extensive conversation with AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI, has spoken with such bluntness-
and clarity, calling things by their names as he dealt with the various touchy Arab
issues of the day.

He states that Arab political leaders are suffering from a '"moral crisis" which has
ha’, no parallel since the fifties, since some Arab leaders believe that they are
the guardians of the entire Arab nation. These people must change their moral
position.

He asserts that Arab mediation in the Iragi-Iranian war is difficult, because the
Arabs are a party to the war in one way or another,

. When you ask him about Syrian-Libyan intervention in the war, he replies "That is
a negative development. We are against intervention in general."

The Tunisian prime minister deals with the situation in the Gulf and Lebaron and
the Camp David developments, in addition to the domestic conditions in Tunisia to-
day, asserting that relations with Libya still require major efforts.

Here is the text of the conversation which took place in the headquarters of the
premier's office in the Casbah in Tunis, in the presence of two counsellors from
the office of the prime minister, the manager of the Press Department of the Minis-
try of Information, and the person in charge of foreign relatioms in it,

- /§uestio_r_17 What is your appraisal of the Iraqi-Iranian war and its future probable
developments?

/znswe_1;7 We are extremely sorry that war has broken out between two fraternal

countries, We had hoped that there would have been a solution to pending issues
- by negotiation. However, we are now faced with an actual fact.
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There are reasons for this fact, foremost among them a difference on the Arab
rights on which agreement was reached with Iran in accordance with the Algiers
agreement concluded in 1975 but not honored.

Although the Iraqi-Iranian war has enterad its fourth week, we hope that logic and
an awareness of the future of the Arab and Islamic worlds will prevail over all
the difficulties and that the two parties will meet at the negotiating table to
create a solution to the problems outstanding.

He added,

"Since it is difficult for Arab countries to play the role of mediator, since they
are a party in one sense or another, I hope that the efforts of the Islamic Confer-
ence will be crowned with success. This is what I consider. I have expressed my
opinion on the struggle from the highest international podium, the General Assembly
of the United Nations, and this appraisal is the position of the Tunisian govern-
ment. " .

/§:nestiog7 You know that Iraq has accused Libya and Syria of participating in the
war. What is your opinion on that fact?

/znsweg_/— That is a negative development we had expected and were afraid of, be-
cause it is adding to the rifts in the Arab world and is supporting the phenomenon
of polarization and alliances.

/ﬁuesciog_i Do I understand from that answer that the Tunisian government opposes
this Arab intervention on Iran's side against Iraq?

/znswe_ﬂ Of course, of course. We are against intervention in general, because
nonintervention is an indication of the intent to facilitate a solution.

/§uestio_t_17 So how do you evaluate the general Arab situation in the light of this
war? Do you envision a solution for getting out of the crisis of disputes which
is passing over the Arab world today?

/Answer/ Not since some Arab leaders started talking about Arab unity in the
fifties have the Arabs differed as they are differing now. The fact is that Arab
unity was a firmer fact than it is now, before one leader or another vied to lead
the cause of Arab unity. Therefore, if we go easy on talk about umity and increase
action on its behalf, we will realize it in a brief period of time. By action to-
ward unity, I mean the following:

First, the cessation of all intervention by any Arab country in the affairs of
other ccuntries, leaving the responsibility to change or improve domestic condi-
tions to the people concerned. This requires a transformation in the moral think-
jng of the Arab leaders. This means that it is incumbent on every Arab leader to
be convinced that he does not bear a divine mission and that he does not enjoy any
infallibility whatsoever in knowing the truth. That is, a given leader must not
believe that he is immune from error or that he is bearing a proxy from any Arab
people to lead another people into the “paradise” of unity in chains,
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The tragedy is exemplified in the fact that some Arab leaders, proceeding from
'Abd-al-Nasir, on whom God have mercy, considered themselves the custodians and
tutors of the Arab nation and the least that can be said about this situation is
that it holds the independence and dignity of the Arab peoples in disdain., Per-
haps it involves contempt for peoples, whereas leadership is only in the name of
the people and through honor for the people. Let me remind you of the Chinese
proverb which says "the great leader is not one who trusts himself alone; rather,
_ before all else, he is the leader who makes the people trust themselves." That
means that the crisis with respect to Arab leaders is not political so much as it.
is moral.

Second, action toward unity also means the implementation of the hundreds of agree-
ments concluded among various Arab countries in economic, educational, social, de-
fense and other fields. If we carry out just 25 percent of their contents, we will
have covered half the distance toward comprehensive Arab unity.

In spite of that, unity is not and will not be imposed from the top, either, but
will be a natural logical historical result of the interaction and interconnection
of interests, proceeding from our awareness of the integration of the Arab nation
and its seminal solidarity; if we create a social and economic fabric and manage
to purify the political climate, we will draw very close to unity.

Therefore Arab unity will come about only if we create a sound democratic climate
in every Arab country in a manner where the people will participate in the adoption
and execution of the political decisions through which they may sculpt their pres-
ent and plan for their future,

Where, however, are we in all this? This statement of mine may seem like confused
- ) dreams. However, the true, sincere politician is the one who fights most bravely
and devoutly to turn dreams into reality with the cooperation of his brothers in
Arabhood and his brothers in humanity.

‘/§uestiog7 Proceeding from that, do you consider that the Syrian-Libyan unity
plan is also a weakening of dreams?

/Enswq§7 That depends on the determination and choice of the Libyan and Syrian
peoples. If the two peoples believe in union, it is necessary that the leaders
respond.

/§uestio§7 Personally are you optimistic in this regard?

/Enswq:7 I look at the facts as they are. It is enough for me, with respect to
- this union, to look at the facts as they are.

/§uestioj7 There are people who say that Camp David is the basis for the deepen-
ing Arab disputes. What is your opinion on that?

/Enswgg? The fact is that about a year since the signing of the agreement, we
have not observed any progress at all in solving the Palestine issue, which is the

main problem. The Camp David agreement enabled Egypt to regain Sinai, but the
basis of the issue still exists. Perhaps the difficulties and concerns which the

26

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1



APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Arab region is undergoing now result from the fact that the Palestinian issue
has not found its way to a solution.

Libya, Gafsa and the Sahara

/Question/ Where do Tunisia's relations stand with the Libyan jamahiriyah? In-
vestigations into the Gafsa incidents proved that Libya was connected to them.
Libyan media are still on every occasion feeling Tunisia's pulse. How do you look
upon the future of your relatioms with Libya, especially in the light of the plan
of Union with Syria?

[Answer/ Months ago we plainly expressed our desire to look at the future without
obstinately adhering to painful old memories. What concerns us is the future of
relations between the two peoples, who are linked by bonds of neighborliness,
language, religion and economic and social integration. I consider that the inter-
est of the two peoples lies in drawing close, not in becoming estranged.

We also want to purify the air and consolidate trust. I hope that all other parties
will strive to achieve these goals, and we for our part will not hesitate to adopt
various measures to turn over a brilliant new page between the two fraternal
countries.

However, frankness impels me to state that a great effort lies before us in this
context if we are determined to move together in the future without faltering or
- suffering relapses.

/Question/ The Tunisian government is always well known for rejecting foreign in-
tervention of any kind in its internal affairs. However, some governments unfor-
tunately do not honor this desire. This is what happened in Gafsa, to be specific.
Could one now state that Libya has ceased its interference in Tunisian domestic
affairs, and has the page on the Gafsa interference been turned for good?

- /znswaj7 On the surface, I can confirm that every politician judges the facts ac-
cording to the data available to him.

- /§uestiqﬁ7 What about relations with Morocco and Algeria? This question perforce
leads us to the need to spell out Tunisia's position on the latest developments in
the situation regarding the Sahara issue.

/Answer/ We have told our brothers in Morocco and Algeria that our neutrality is
dictated by our determination to bring viewpoints closer and contribute to creat-
ing the proper solutions for transcending this problem. If we align ourselves

with one group or another, it will be impossible for Tunisia to play any role at
all in the near or distant future, but we believe in the unity of the great Arab
Maghreb and believe that the future will impose it, whatever the obstacles might be.

What we can record with utmost satisfaction is that officials in Morocco and
Algeria are aware of that. Perhaps, through what I have perceived from my contacts
here and there, they are trying to transcend everything which will have the effect
of aggravating the situation and are trying to preserve the opportunities of the
future and win the bet on the future.
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/§uestiq§7 Do I understand from your talk that there is a rapprochement in the
Algerian and Moroccan positions?

/znswe57 Yes, here and there I have observed moderation, calm and a readiness to
reach a solution.

/Qzestio§7 That means that the Maghreb will not witness any military struggle of
any kind in the future, by your expectations?

/Answer/ That is what I expect, in accordance with my information. However, I

do not claim to have all the information. What I mean here is that King Hassan

the Second and President Chadli Bendjedid have not and will not take the initia-

tive of adopting any measure which will lead to the outbreak of war between the
B two countries, which would lead to permanent enmity between the two peoples.

It is easy for war to break out, but it is difficult to put a limit to it, and
more difficult to eliminate its effects from peoples' memories.

We View the Developments in the Region with Anxiety

/§uestioj7 Observers' expectations indicate that the region is advancing on
touchy developments. How does Tunisia now view the situation in the Middle East
as a whole, starting with the Lebanese crisis and ending with the Iraqi-Iranian
war?

/Answer/ Our view is one of bewilderment and anxiety. As regards Lebanon's sit-
uation, that does not call for confidence. The most fearful thing I am afraid of
{s that Israel will succeed in 'balkanizing" Lebanon. As for the Gulf, that is
threatened by the war batyeen Iraq and Iran, espeecially through the competition
among the major powers over energy sources.

/§uestiog7 Let us move on to internal Tunisian issues.

The first question which raises itself here is the following: since you assumed
the premiership, you have been leading a splendid liberal movement. How do you
evaluate this experiment? What are its limits?

- /Answer/ First, 1 am wary about the use of the word "experiment,'" because we are
not now at the "experimental” stage but are intending to apply a policy whose main
outlines the great combatant Habib Bourguiba is still setting out and whose natural
course he is still planning. Naturally your question is sound, considering that
the liberation measures which the great combatant has stipulated--which are in par-
ticular embodied in the release of the trade unionists involved in the painful
January events, the release of the students, and the efforts to improve the atmos-
phere in general--are a fact of the essence of Bourguibism, which believes in 1ib-
eralism and constant constructive dialogue with the people, believes in tolerance
and is striving always to make the people aware, raise their level, and enable
them to participate in the implementation of the decisions it makes and modify
their course. The era of this popular characteristic of Bourguibism goes back to
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the early part of the struggle, to the thirties; what you have observed in reality
might be a change in language and a return to the springs of Bourguibism.

In any event, everything that happened has caused satisfaction in general and we
hope that Tunisia will be an oasis of peace, security and confidence for the whole
Arab nation. It was not a coincidence that our capital was chosen as headquarters
for the League of Arab States and the Arab Organization for Education, Science

and Culture.

The Union Problem

/§uestiq§7 Proceeding from that, what are the latest developments on the problem
of the unions, especially since the latest news speaks of a final solution to the
problem of Mr Habib Ben Achour?

/Enswq§7 There is a union crisis which preceded the 16 January events, which these
events caused to worsen. This is something whose causes would take a long time to
explain. We will leave that to history.

What is important is that on assuming the tasks of the premiership we found leaders
who had been elected by the exceptional conference held in February 1978 and othex
leaders who had been elected by the l4th conference, a large number of whose mem-
bers were tried after these events. All the leaders claim legitimacy--"every girl
is wonderful to her father." We said, let us go beyond the choices and let us go
beyond this problem by encouraging the formation of a committee which will coordin-
ate the members of both commands. This is what the trade unionists who were con-
cerned with the matter guided themselves toward. Even the latter leaders, who were
" holding the reins of matters, waived all their powers on behalf of the national

trade union committee, whose task it has become to pursue the organization of a

) free democratic conference, indeed also to embark on ordinary trade union activity

- and ordinary responsibilities.

As regards the second part of the question, when the old authority, of which Habib

Achour was the secretary general, met to decide whether or not it should enter the

national committee, it split up into two parts: an overwhelming majority composed
- of nine people who agreed to participate in the committee and a minority of just

two members, as well as Habib Achour himself, who opposed participating. It is

the democratic base which won, of course, and the majority joined the national

committee.

What the readers of AL-WATAN AL- 'ARABI must know is that the government did not in-
tervene. We in our capacity as political leaders recommended, expressed desires,
and issued advice, but the people in the General Tunisian Federation of Labor were
the ones who made the decisions they made and on them alone today falls the respon-
sibility of transcending the union problem and organizing a free democratic confer-
ence which will select a national union leadership that will vigilantly support

the workers' organization and also enable it to play a big role in economic and
social life in the country.

/§uestiq§7 Could we say that today there are no people under detention because
of the January events?
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/Enswqg7 No, no, there are no detainees whatever, students, unionists or poli-
ticians.

/Question/ Isn't Habib Achour still under house arrest?
/Answer/ But out of prison.

/§uestiqj7 The domestic conditions in Tunisia today, especially now that the
country has finally rid itself of the aftereffects of Gafsa?

/Answer/ The fact is that the Gafsa events did not shake the regime. They only
created a wound as far as the people went, because there were 45 innocent victims
among the people and more than 100 innocent wounded people (120, specifically),
many of whom have become unemployed. However, Tunisia, thanks be to God, is still
well. Tunisia was on the other hand awakened by the Gafsa events and has become
more watchful in protecting its independence than before.

/§uestio§7 What is your view of "political Islam" in Tunisia?

/Answer/ This problem does not present itself as intensely as it does in some
countries of the Middle East, because Tunisia, like Algeria and Morocco, is popu-
lated only by Moslems (99.99 percent) . All the Moslems in these countries are
Sunnites and the overwhelming majority of them are Malikites, so we do not experi-
ence the factional doctrinal problems, if that is the proper expression, which
disturb life in some Arab countries, in which factionalism is perhaps exploited in
an ignoble way. That is on the one hand.

On the other hand, the country's constitution stipulates that Tunisia's religionis
Islam and that its language is Arabic. Therefore the president considers himself
a protector of Islam and the Moslems. Since independence, President Bourguiba has
not ceased to show concern for Islam and to show concern for the interests of
Moslems, and he is anxious to have education include genuine Moslem training for
Tunisian youths.

Therefore it is difficult for certain extremist tendencies to find a serious entree
for inciting the Moslem masses against the regime. We, for example, have not
adopted and will not adopt the silly measures the Shah adopted when the Moslems
challenged him and he tried to bring Iran out of its natural Islamic context.
Religious Extremism Is Contrary to Religion

He went on:

"I believe that extremism in religion is contrary to religion. Religion is pros-
perity, not hardship. Religion is tolerant, not fanatical, implementing (the
proverb) 'They were severe with themselves, and God was severe with them,'
“Religion commands individual judgment. This President Bourguiba liberated women,
developed society and purified Islam of the overlayers and decline that had been

attached to it and the heresies and mockeries that had been introduced into it,
- Islam is a struggle, it is progress and it is progressivism. President Bourguiba
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is still stating this and appealing for it. Therefore, for example, you see him
i issuing the personal statutes gazette, returning dignity to Moslem women in Tunisia
and making them citizens with full rights and duties, 3 months after independence.. -
However, individual judgment must not be alienated from Islam. President Bourguiba
did not do what Ataturk did, for example, and did not state that progress lies in
turning away from Islam. Rather, he took the true view of Islam, called for indi-
- vidual judgment and mentioned that the Islamic religion is proper for every time
and place."

/§uestiog7 Tunisia is preparing to enter into a new 10-year economic plan. What
is the current economic situation of the country?

/_K_nswes—/_ During the new decade we will try to learn a lesson from the last two
decades, with their positive and negative points. Both exist, because the negative
points themselves are the greatest warning indicator and the supreme lesson.

Among the major tendencies which we will determine in the coming plan is attention

- to agriculture, which officials in the third world often have overlooked, rushing
in an amazing manner after industrialization, on grounds that that is a dry slogan,
while agriculture is a greater, awesome weapon which absolutely no people can be
independent and secure without possessing. This is what is referred to as self-
sufficiency in food, or security in foodstuffs'. Then agriculture, if we encourage
it and allocate material and human resources to it, will have the effect of guar-

- anteeing the stability of the people and of the young, especially in the rural areas

and the villages--that is, it will have the effect of placing a limit to migration

to the towns, which is a catastrophe, and a great catastrophe, from various aspects,

and the moral and cultural aspect is not the one which is affected the least.

The second tendency is the balance which must be provided among various areas, be-

- cause there is disequilibrium between the acvanced coastal areas and other areas
today and it is necessary to create major development districts in the northwestern,
southern and central areas,

The final tendency is to fight against unemployment by creating about 65,000 jobs
every year. This will require major investments which we hope national savings
will provide. We also hope that some friendly and fraternal countries will help
us in that, along with the World Bank.

/§uestio_t_17 In the context of fraternal countries, are there any shortcomings as
far as Tunisia goes?

/Enswe_;_—/_ No, fraternal countries are making efforts worth mentioning and we are
grateful for them.

I personally believe that there are major new areas which we have not yet absorbed,
- some of which we have started to identify. An example of that is the plan to
- establish a large Tunisian-Kuwaiti or Tunisian-Saudi bank to finance projects in-
stead of burdening the goverrment down with debts. These Arab financial or banking
institutions' mission will not be philanthropic--they will have a yield whose
fruits will be gathered not just by the Tunisian people but also by the people who
have contributed to the investments, or will do so,
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- /§ueatiog7 You recently returned from New York. Reports have it that your con-
tacts and discussions in the context of the United Nations were concentrated. What
results did these contacts produce?

/Enswe_nj The contacts were positive from every standpoint.

First, from the standpoint of the benefits of consultations, since exchanging dis-
cussion and analyses with senior officials in the world in beneficial and has the
effect of bringing viewpoints closer.

Second, I talked with a number of officials about matters of a bilateral character,
and this has the effect of supporting cooperation between us and these bodies and
countries.

Third, these contacts have the effect of raising Tunisia's status because they pre-
sent its policies, efforts and the results of its plans by showing them in their
real situation, We are a people who work on behalf of peace, horizontal coopera-
tion, that is, cooperation among brothers, and vertical cooperation, that is, be-
tween north and south.

/Question/ Especially since the Arab League moved here, Tunisia has witnessed con-
centrated diplomatic activity. On Friday you will meet two big personalities:
Queen Elizabeth and the premier of France. Do you expect specific agreements to be
signed for example with the French government?

- /Answer/ Relations with France are very satisfactory and are following a natural
course. What thinking is oriented toward is raising its level among the Arabs in
the field of joint investments and the field of tripartite discussions--the Franco-
Tunisian-Arab dialogue, for example by establishing a Tunisian-French-Arab bank,
which will encourage French investors to make big diversified investments in Tunisia,
which will have the effect of employing manpower,
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LEBANON

ROLE PLAYED BY IRAN IN SOU’VH. DISCUSSED
Paris AL-WATAN AL-~'ARABI in Arabic 22-28 Aug 80 pp 30-32

[Article: "Will Iran Persuade Pa.lest:mians to Withdraw From Southern Lebanonj
Resistance Clings to Its Rifle 4nd Its Armed Presence Which Are Guaranteed It by
Official Agreements"]

[Text] Beirut -- The "official and religious" viewpoints conveyed by an Iranian
clergyman who visited Lebanon and Syria recently have left various reactions among
the Lebanese and Palestinian sides concerned at a time when the cards on the
Lebanese arena are complete.ly jumbled. The question raised at present is: Does
- Tran want to persuade the Palestinians to withdraw from southern Lebanon and to
stop the daily dealings with the Zionist enemy? What is the secret in Iran's
focus on displaying its absolute support, backing and protection for the armed
Amal movement?

Are there Lebanese or Arab sides that seek a prominent and exclusive role for
Amal in the Islamic street--a role similar to the exclusive and prominent role
played by the Phalanges in the Christian street after having liquidated their
ally, the Liberal Party?

Is the relationship between the Palestinian resistance and Iran undergoing a
silent crisis?

Both sides deny this vehemently but the observers can cite more than one indication

- and proof that there is a crisis between the two sides concerning southern Lebanon
on the one hand and concerning the armed Shi'ite organization of Amal on the other
hand.

In the first half of the current month of August, Scholar Mohammad Ali al-Shirazi,
the son of religious leader Ayatollah Abdallah al-Zhirazi in Mashhed, visited
Lebanon and said that he was sent by the higher religlous authorities, particu-
larly Ayatollah Khomeyni and his father, to talk to the Lebanese and Palestinian
sides concerned on the issue of the south.

To add an official quality to his visit and talks here, al-Shirazi was careful to
have Dr Kemal Mosawi, the Iranian ambassador to Lebanon, accompany him in his tours
and his visits. Al-Shirazi met with a number of high-ranking Lebanese officials,
- with the religious leaders of the Shi'ite sect and with the leaders of Amal
- organization which is considered the sect's military arm. He also visited
southern Lebanon. i
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He also sald that he held talks with a number of the resistance leaders. But some
resistance sources say that no meeting was held with al-Shirazi as far as they
know and that if Shirazi was referring to meetings that have taken place, then he
perhaps meant the meetings that took place in Iram, including the constant
consultations taking place through Hani al-Hasan, director of the PLO Office in
Tehran.

But al-Shirazi's public and private statements and talks have been characterized
by a sharp tone and have included what can be construed as a warning to the
Palestinians and, perhaps, to the Lebanese National Movement. Consequently,

the Tranian authorities may find themselves compelled to explain their position
officially, especially to the Palestinians, on whether the said clergyman actually
speaks in the name of the Iranian revolution or not and on whether what he has
safd publicly and confidentially reflects Iran's official view, particularly
since the visit has been accompanied by intensified tension between Amal Organi-~
zation and the several Palestinian and Lebanese sides and by bloody incidents
which have claimed as their victims the lives of a number of prominent members of
this Islamic sect which is the biggest sect in Lebanon, with a membership of

over one million people.

What Does al=-Shirazi Say?

Here we must review the statements made by al-Shirazi exactly and carefully. The
Iranian visitor says he has asked the Palestinians to facilitate the return of
the Shi'ites to their areas and their homes in southern Lebanon "even if this
requires the Palestinians to abandon the area."

Al-Shirazi goes on to add that this doesn't mean that Iran holds the Palestinians
responsible for the tragedy of the south. Israel is responsible for this tragedy.
YHowever, the south is a very important area and we must protect it and not lose
it as we have lost Palestine. We must avoid a second Palestine in the south.™

Al-Shirazi adds that the official and religious Iranian view is summed up in the
statement that the confrontation with Israel and the armed struggle to regain the
usurped land do not mean that we should lose more territory.

Al-Shirazi then stresses his responsibility for these serious statements by adding:
We understand and realize that the Palestinians have gone to the south to carry

on with their struggle. But we also realize that it is essential "to guarantee
stability and security in the south." This is considered a fundamental condition
for Lebanon's continued independence "and this cannot be realized unless the
southerners return to their homes."

Al-Shirazi stresses this particular point and tries to explain his country's
position toward it: "I am not saying that the Palestinians must leave the south
but that the southerners must be repartriated, even if this requires that the
Palestinians abandon the area."

The Iranian religious official goes on to (warn) the Palestinians, saying that Iran
has given the Palestinian revolution a lot "but this does not mean that we will
turn a blind eye and put ourselves at their mercy or the mercy of some of their
organizations. It is our duty to offer moral aid and they must take the south's
interests Into consideration." '
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Al-Shirazi then warns that unless the situation improves, conditions in the south
will develop from bad to worse and more inhabitants will be forced to abandon the
area. At the same time, "they [inhabitants] are not willing to be more tolerant
than they have been so far and they will not stand idle in the face of the shelling
and destruction of their lands. This is impossible.™

Amal Enjoyé Our Support and Protection

As for the armed Shi'ite organization of Amal, al~Shirazi issues a warning, which
seems to be tacitly directed at the Palestinian resistance and the Lebanese
National Movement, against confronting Amal, saying: "Amal enjoys our support and
protection. We consider it the political and military base of the Shi'ites and
we back it and offer it all possible assistance. We will not permit anybody to
comnit hostile action against it."

Concerning the issue of Musa al-Sadr, the religious leader of the Lebanese Shi'ite
sect who disappeared while on a visit to Libya in 1978, al-Shirazi says: "His
kidnapping is an act of treason aimed not only against Lebanon but also against

the entire Islemic world. It is a horribel crime perpetrated by hands from out—
side Lebanon and I can say that other hands from within Lebanon helped in this act."

Al-Shirazi then makes a direct charge against Libya, saying: "We charge several
parties with this issue. But we charge Libya with the main responsibility and we
condemn it. This is not my opinion alome but is also the opinion fo the Iranian
people and Iranian religious authorities. We all hold Libya responsible for this
crime and we will take a clear position toward this country if the desired results
are not reached."

What al-Shirazi said in his private statements and meetings and before the Lebanese
officials and the religious and political leaders of the Shi'ite sect has evoked
numerous reactions, especially on the Palestinian arena.

It seems that there is at present a Palegtinian intention to find out for certain

whether what al-Shirazi has said does actually reflect Iran's official and relig-
- ious view, especially since the Palestinian leaderships know better than others
that more than one Iranian religious official claims that he speaks in the name
of the political or religious leadership there.

To point out this, several Shi'ite sources closely connected with the Iranian
religious leaderships have hinted that al-Shirazi does not reflect Iran's official
or religious view, as he claims. He perhaps represents his father only. These
sources have also said that the statements in which al-Shirazi has said that

his father leads the religious establishment and that Khomeyni leads the revo-
lutionary establishment have aroused strong anger in Iran.

Perhaps this is the reason for the reservation shown by the Palestinians in
holding high-level contacts or talks with al-Shirazi. It is likely that there are
intentions to hold contacts or talks with the higher religious and political
1eaderships in Iran on what al~Shirazi and others have said regarding the
Palestinian role in Lebanon.
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B Will 'Arafat Visit Tehran?

AL-WATAN AL-TARABT information indicates that it is not unlikely that YArafat
hfmself will visit Iran in the near future to meet with Khomeyni, President
ABolhasan Bani-Sadr and the other leaderships to explain fully the Palestinian
position on the south and on the Palestinian armed struggle.

Thi. doesn't mean that the resistance is unaware of the interest displayed in the
current debate over its presence in the south which the resistance considers the
only remaining vital outlet accessible to it for its daily dealings with [pre—
sumably] meaning operations against] the Zionist ememy. It also doesn't mean that
the resistance is unaware of the interest displayed in its relationship with the
Lebanese Shi'ites by virtue of the south being the biggest population center of
this sect whose struggle in the 1960's and 1970's has been largely tied to the
Palestinian struggle.

The PLO Executive Committee held a special meeting under the chairmanship of
'Arafat to discuss the two issues during the presence of al-Shirazi in Lebanon.
It was decided at this meeting to hold periodic meetings with the Supreme Shi'ite
Islamic Council and with Amal movement leaders to exert efforts to disperse the
tension prevailing in the relations between the two sides.

The Palestinian resistance has recently adopted a number of measures aimed at
preventing the occurrence of frictions or violations between its forces and
organizations on the one hand and the iphabitants and the other organizations in .
Beirut and in the south on the other hand. Such frictions and violations have
heen the cause of constant complaint in both areas.

In fact several meetings were held recently and 'Arafat, Abu~Jihad (Khalil al-
Wazir), Abu-al-Walid (Sa'd Sayil), Shaykh Muhammad Mahdi Shams-al-Din, the chairman
of the Supreme Shi'ite Islamic Council, and Nabih Barri, Amal's secretary gen-—
eral, have taken part in these meetings. )

The actual purpose of these meetings has been to make the positions clear, to

disperse the elements of tension and to contain the attempts to persist in the

bloody clashes between Amal and the Palestinian organization of the Arab Libera-
“tion Front [Iraq-sponsored].

It is no secret that the Palestinian and the Lebanese national circles have recent-
ly expressed their concern over a number of what seems to be ambiguous and
difficult-to-understand-and-explain moves made amidst the card shuffling being
witnessed by the Lebanese arena at presenc.

- There are charges regarding Amal's strategy and it is said that Amal speaks and
acts intentionally to emerge as an armed sectarian movement which, perhaps, wants
to assume the main role in the Lebanese national or Islamic street. It is also
said that there are those wi.0o encourage it to act in this manner and that, more-
over, there are those who single out these "supporters," accusing certain security
agencies in the legitimate Lebanese government of inciting Amal against the
Palestinians. Meanwhile, there are those who accuse Iran of using Amal as an
instrument with which to strike the Palestinian and Lebanese forces having a
pan-Arab inclination.
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Amal Denfes Charges

But Nabfh Barrf, Amal's secretary general, denies these charges and asserts that
his organization in particular and the Shi'ites generally still support the
Palestinian armed struggle, provided that this struggle does not result in harm
to the Shi'ite population of the south, which is generally poor and under—
priviliged.

Barri also denies that Amal has concluded any alliances with the Lebanese security
agencies or with the Marunite Lebanese Front to liquidate the National Movement
(the left) or to strike the Palestinian resistance. But at the same time, Barri
underlines his eagerness not to embark on alliances or agreements with the
National Movement as long as there is no specific and agreed upon action

charter or program.

Concerning the south, Barri stresses the southern inhabitants' eagerness to return
to their villages, homes and farms which have been exposed to shelling as a result
of the ongoing war there between the Israelis and their man, the renegade Maj Sa'd
Haddad, on the one hand and the Palestinians on the other. Barri also denies that
his organization has any relationship with Haddad.

These accusations on the part of the Palestinians and the National Movement and
their denial by Amal do not eliminate a painful fact, namely that there are
manifestations of lack of trust between the two sides. The bloody clashes,
assassinations and physical liquidations have helped to deepen the suspicion and
the doubts to the degree of saying that the Syrian security forces are also not
far from what is happening by evidence of the firm relationship binding Syria
witth Amal movement.

Some observing Lebanese political circles go still further in their analyses and
their calculations, depending on "information" disseminated by the Phalangist
sources, to say that what has taken place in the Christian street [presumably
meaning clashes between Phalanges and Liberals] will occur in the Islamic street.

What is meant by this is that the emergence of the Phalanges as an exclusive
political and military force on the Christian arena after the Phalangists'
liquidation of the military force of their ally, Camille Sham'un, will be countered
by an endeavor to inflate and highlight the role of a [certain] political and
military organization on the Islamic arena and that Amal movement, according to
the Phalangist information, is qualified to play this role of confronting the
Palestinians, as the Phalanges want, and to swallow, or at least, contain and
neutralize the other Islamic or leftist organizatioms, as the Syrians—-who have
gotten tired of dealing with this enormous number of political and armed forces
existing in the Islamic street—-want.

The information disseminated by the Phalanges goes on to say that exclusive control
by the Lebanese Forces and Amal movement over the Christian and Islamic arenas will
make it easy to reach the political detente agreement among the Lebanese with the
blessing of Damascus that has recently had contacts with the Pahlanges through
visits made by Phalangist officials to the Syrian capital.
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Anidst this atmosphere and these rumoxs, Shirazi's visit and statements come to
further perplex the Lebanese and th- Palestinlans regarding what is happening on
the LeBanese arena.

In any case, the Palestinlans cling to their armed presence on the Lebanese arena,
especially in the south. They say that this presence is a matter of life or death
for them and for their cause because the daily friction with the enemy is what
keeps their cause alive and hot at the Arab and international levels and is what
gives them the political weight which they are enjoying at present.

- This is at the level of the revolutionary and struggle logic. As for the
"legitimacy" of this presence, the Palestinians say that they are armed with a
number of agreements concluded with the Lebanese government, beginning with the
famous Cairo agreement of 1969 and the subsequent agreements and ending with the
Tunis agreement concluded last November between Lebanese President Ilyas Sarkis
and 'Arafat--an agreement which contains an official Lebanese assurance of appro—
val of the continued presence of the Palestinian bases in the south.

Therefore, the Palestinians will fight any Lebanese, Arab or Iranian attempts to
wrench the rifle away from their hands or to deny them their armed presence on .
the Lebanese arena. This is also why the Palestinians will view with suspicion
and doubt any Iranian attempt to persuade them to give up these bases. There is
no doubt that such an attempt will lead to tense relations between the Pales-
tinians and the Iranian leaderships if these leaderships truly interpret the
repatriation of the southernmers in the south to mean Palestinian abandonment of
the. Palestinian bases and presence in the south.
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LEBANON

FINANCTAL POSTURE OF PHALANGES DISCUSSED
Paris AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI in Arabic 22-28 Aug 80 pp 48-49

[Article: "'Preparation for Declaring Secession and Partition; Phalanges State
Collects 3.6 Billion Lebanese Pounds Annually and Denies Legitimate State Its
Revenues and Taxes"']

[Text] Beirut -- In its previous edition, AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI published ample
details on the administrative and financial agencies of the Phalanges state. This
paper publishes today in detail the fees and the taxes collected by this state
from "its citizens" in the absence or negligence of the legitimate govermment.

The paper leaves the matter in the hands of President Sarkis, of the Arab States
and of their forces that are present in Lebanon, being content with drawing
attention to the preparations proceeding actively to partition Lebanon.

The informed financial and tax circles here say that the administrative and
financial agencies of the Lebanese Forces, which are practically comprised of the
Phalanges Party militia, secure for the Phalangist 'veto" annual resources
estimated at 3.6 billion Lebanese pounds.

This figure is equal to or exceeds a little the budget of the legitimate Lebanese
state--a budget amounting to 3,585,000,000 pounds in 1980. The difference between
the two "states" is that the legitimate state is incapable of collecting the
equivalent of 50 percent of its revenues and taxes for security reasons whereas the
agencies of the Lebanese Forces can collect their revenues in full and at the
expense of the legitimate state's resources and revenues.

In this regard, the issue of the illegal ports on the Lebanese coast can be pointed
out. The Phalanges Party declared the closure of these ports in the wake of its
liquidation of its partmer, the Liberal Party, on 7 July 1980.

However, what has happened is that these ports were actually closed for 3 weeks
after which they resumed operation under the supervision of the Phalanges Party's
agencies which are in full control of these ports.

The reason for this, besides the political aspect required by the Phalangist
strategy, is economic. It is estimated that the fees that can be collected for
goods unloaded at these ports amount to no less than 0.5 billion Lebanese pounds
annually, including the fees charged by the Lebanese Forced for (containerized
goods at the rate of 5,000-15,000 Lebanese pounds per container).
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The. value of the fee set depends on the size of the container and of the goods it
contalns.

Thus, the Phalanges Party is sharing with the state treasury the collection of
customs fees for imported goods, keeping in mind that the treasury's share of
these fees is estimated at 700 million Lzbanese pounds in the current year.:

Figuce Will Double If...

Dr 'Ali al-Khalil, the minister of finance, says that this figure [of 700 millions]
will be doubled in the first year in which the illegal ports are closed.

As for the other Phalangist revenues, they have been estimated at no less than
250 million Lebanese pounds monthly. The mosr important of these revenues are
sumned up in the following:

1. The Lebanese Forces collect from every bank branch annually a sum of 12,000
Lebanese pounds for the alarm system connected to the Phalanges military center
- and 10,000 pounds in guard fees.

2. The alarm system also applies to the industrial and commercial companies, each
of which pays 10,000 Lebanese pounds annually, in addition to the guard fee whose
value varies from one establishment to another, depending on the size of the
company and the volume of its commercial and industrial operations.

A guard fee collected from owners of stoxes and amounting to no less than 100
pounds monthly and rising according to the size of the store.

A guard fee for individuals in their homes, beginning with 5 pounds monthly per
person and reaching in some cases more than 500 pounds monthly.

Fees collected from trucks that unload their freight in the area. The value of the
fee varies according to the type and volume of the goods. For example, a truck
loaded with cement pays a set fee of 700 Lebanese pounds for every load.

A fuel fee whose value also varies according to the type of fuel, beginning with
fuel oil, gas oil and ending with aviation keroseme. It is well-known that the
Lebanese Forces collect a fee of one pound for every 20-liter can of benzene.

Real estate revenues estimated at hundreds of millions of Lebanese pounds annually.
These fees are not confined to real estate transactioms in the areas controlled by
the Phalanges but include transactions in the governorates of Mount Lebanon and of
Beirut, with both its eastern and western sections, because the Lebanese Forces
have seized the real estate records in both governorates and have levied Phalan~-

- gist fees, in addition to the official state treasury fees.
Phalangist Fees
The most important of the Phalangist fees are:

1. A registration fee amounting to 2.5 percent of the value of a property.
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2. A set fee of 1,000 pounds in return for the issuance of a registration
certificate.

Befrut and Mount Lebanon are considered the most active areas in terms of real
estate transactions as a result of the increased activity of the purchase, sale
and trading in lands and apartments.

The Lebanese Forces have taken the measures necessary to set up Phalangist traffic
police patrols which are expected to start their operations any day now, especially
since several hundred police motorcycles have reached Beirut recently. Naturally,
traffic fines are also considered a source of the revenues of the "Phalangist
state's" budget.

= These are the most important sources of the Phalangist financial revenues. There
are other sources which cannot be memtioned here. But what draws attention is that
the Phalanges Party has been able to secure the mney necessary for the creation
of its state whereas the legitimate state is threatened with bankruptcy and borrows
from banks to pay the wages of its employees and to pay for its urgent expenses.
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LEBANON

BANK DEPOSITS IN LEBANESE POUNDS DECLINING DUE TO DETERIORATING SECURITY
Paris AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI in Arabic 22-28 Aug 80 p 49

[Article: "Beirut: As Result of Deteriorating Security Situation, Increased
Transfer of Deposits From Lebanese Pounds to Foreign Currencies"]

[Text] Beirut -- Despite the stability in the exchange rate of the Lebanese
pound versus the dollar since the beginning of the current year—a rate ranging
from 339-343 pilasters for a dollar--as a result of the measures taken by the
Central Bank and as a result of the decline in the value of the dollar itself,
the escape from Lebanese currency to the foreign currencies is still going on.

Though this was due to the rise in the interest rates paid for foreign currencies
in the first quarter of this year rather than due to the security situation, the
situation has been different in the past 4 months.

The reason for the current escape is the serious deterioration in the security
situation and the escape is taking place despite the fact that the interest rate
paid for foreign currencies abroad has declined.

It has become evident from the Central Bank statistics that the deposits placed
with commercial banks increased by 6.8 percent during the first quarter of this
year and rose from 20,044,000,000 dollars [sic] at the end of 1979 to 21,405,000,000
dollars [sic] in March 1980, i.e. these deposits rose by 1,361,000,000 dollars.

The forelgn currency deposits absorbed most of this increase, considering that
the value of these deposits rose from 7,073,000,000 pounds to 8,205,000,000 pounds,
i.e. by 1,132,000,000 pounds [units as given].

This caused the foreign currency deposits to rise from 35.3 percent to 38.3 percent
of the total deposits of the Lebanese banking apparatus. This constitutes a
record figure never known before.

On the other hand, the share of the deposits in Lehanese currency dropped from
64.7 percent to 61.7 percent, keeping in mind that the deposits themselves rose

from 12,971,000,000 pounds to 13.2 billion pounds, i.e. by 329 million pounds
(1.7 percent).
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What draws attentfon is that the increase in the foreign currency deposits comes
from residents, f.e. from the Lebanese whose deposits have risen from 5,606,000,000
pounds to 6.71 Billien pounds, L.e. by 1,104,000,000 pounds.

These peoéle ‘have deposited their monies in set-term saving accounts which have
risen in their turn from 3,293,000,000 pounds to 4,393,000,000 pounds, i.e. by
1.1 billfon Lebanese pounds. '

Tn the face of the rising foreign currency deposits of the Lebanese citizens,
the Central Bank has had to reduce its foreign currency assets deposited abroad
from 4,974,000,000 pounds to 4,839,000,000 pounds, i.e. by 135 million pounds,
within the framework of a plan to preserve as much as possible the stability in
the Lebanese pound's exchange rate in the local markets.

There is no doubt that the delivery to the Central Bank of 133 million dollars of
the total Arab aid for Lebanon agreed upon by the Tunis summit conference has
contributed to curtailing the impact of the escape to the foreign currencles on
the Lebanese currency's exchange rate.

As for bank loans registered procedurally at the Central Bank, they rose in the
first quarter of this year by 5.5 percent f£rom 12,894,000,000 pounds to
13,611,000,000 pounds. .

It has been noticed that the commercial loans, especially loans for financing the
imports required to secure the local consumption needs, had the lion's share,
amounting to 53 percent of the loaning wmwovement and rising from 6,733,000,000
pounds to 7,219,000,000 pounds.

As for the other sectors, the loans advanced to them were as follows:

Loans advanced to the industrial sector rose from 2,214,000,000 pounds to
2,422,000,000 pounds, with a share of 17.7 percent.

The loans to the agricultural sector rose f£rom 299 million pounds to 322 million
counds, with a share of 2.3 percent.

The loans advanced to the comstruction sector dropped from 1,536,000,000 to
1,398,000,000 pounds, with a share of 10.2 percent.
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MAURITANIA

TRIAL OF MOKHTAR OULD DADDAH VIEWED AS PARODY
Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE in French 3 Dec 80 p 17
[Article by Abdelaziz Dahmani: "It Was Nevertheless True"]

- [Text] Lawyer Mokhtar Ould Daddah, ex-President of the Islamic Republic of
Mauritania, was sentenced in absentia to "life at hard labor" by a "Special Court
of Justice" which convened on Friday November 21 in secrecy in Rosso, in the
southern part of the country. The court also sentenced to death in absentia Col
Quld Ba Abdel Bader, ex-Commander of the Air Force and ex-Minister of Education,
also in exile. Other sentences were also passed against 10 other members of the
Military.

The preparations for this trial, one of the more scandalous in the history of
justice in Africa, were known for a long time. We did mnot dare mention it, hoping
it would not take place, knowing it casued a clamor and very strong opposition
within the offfcial Mauritania, particularly among magistrates. Even some menbers
of the Military, members of the CMSN and others whose names were known to us,
refused to sanction this parody. At the last minute, President Khouna Ould
Haidalla had to enlist two always-obedient officers, Lt Col Cheikh Ould Boida,
?resident of the Special Court, and Lt Col Dia Amadou, Prosecutor.

Wé decided to discuss the trial when it became imminent (see our last issue), and
the trial opened in Rosso in an administrative building requisitioned that same
morning, on the same day our issue 1038 was published.

To go all the way, Lt Col Dia Amadou even asked for the head of the ex-President
who was naturally not represented by counsel. To think that on 28 November 1980,
Mauritania will celebrate the 20th amniversary of its independence! That one of
the objects of prode under the regime of Mokhtar Ould Daddah was the real inde—
pendence of justice! That on the day of the coup of 10 July 1978, there was not
oue single political prisoner! That for 16 years (from 1962 to 1978), there were
no executioni«

One cannot help thinking, by comparison, of the hands cut-off in the name of
Islamic justice.
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One thinks especially about the message sent by Lieutenant-Colonel Haidalla to
the new Chief-of-State of Guinea-Bissau on the day of the conviction of Ould
Daddah, asking Joao Bernardo Vieira "to spare the life of the ex-leaders, and
that honorable treatment be given Luis Cabral."

While Dia was stating on Nouakchott radio that the trial had "No political
overtones", from his Parisian home where we managed to contact him, Mokhtar
Ould Daddah dropped: "it is pitiful."
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TUNISIA

TUNISIAN CABINET RESHUFFLED
Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE in French 17 Dec 80 p 23
[Article by Souhayr Belhassen]

[Text] The chief of state hesitated a long time before going ahead with

the cabinet reshuffle of 3 December, which brought Mr Caid Essebsi and Mr
Tahar Belkhodja into the government (JEUNE AFRIQUE No 1040). Yet everyone
was surprised. What prompted his decision? The insistence, not of his
associates, but of his prime minister Mohammed Mzali and his interior minister
Driss Guigua.

Very much committed to the liberalization effort begun 6 months ago, the

two men almost saw the experiment abruptly interrupted on 20 November follow-
ing the interview granted by President Bourguiba to members of the exscutive
committee of the employer association UTICA (Tunisian Union for Industry,
Trade and Crafts).

Close Call

One of the members, Mr Mohamed Ben Abdallah, a very prominent businessman
and a native of Sfax, explained the reservations, if not the apprehension,
of employers regarding an emerging trade union. He went even further, ac-
cusing certain members of the national trade union commission of having .
aims hostile to the government. He mentioned names and events. Mr Bourguiba
noted this, summoned the minister of the interior and demanded that those
persons be thrown into Borj Roumi prison.

Mr Driss Guigua quickly pointed out to him that both events and remarks
had been distorted. Thus Mr Ben Abdallah was then removed from the UTICA
executive comittee. The incident is over, but it was a close call. The
process of liberalization is still shaky. This move by employers has come
as a reminder to those who might have forgotten and were not mindful that
supporters of a strong-arm policy are lying in wait. That is why it was
necessary to act.

Mr Caid Essebsi's return is also considered by a Communist Party (banned)
member as "a second wind for Mr Mzali's policy, which was beginning to
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make headway." The supporter of a liberalization of government and party
structures for 10 years, the former minister of defense and the interior

has become a ministerial delegate to the prime minister, i.e., simultaneously
adviser to and personal representative of the president of the republic.

Limited Powers

Bourguiba thus endorses a coalition: the Ministry of Information has been
assigned to Mr Tahar Belkhodja, whose return was most receatly advocated

by his successor, the minister of the interior, Mr Driss Guigua. At the

same time, the Ministry of Information is being separated from the Ministry

of Cultural Affairs, which will ultimately remain assigned to Mr Fouad M'Bazaa,
who had initially been considered as a replacement for Mr Belkhodja as
ambassador to the FRG.

Mr Mohamed Sayah's powers are also limited to the Ministry of Public Works
alone, with Housing becoming an independent ministry assigned to Mr Moncef
Belhadj Amor, formerly minister of administrative reform. The president's
declared intention is to relieve the former all-powerful directdr oi the
Destourian Socialist Party (PSD) from as much responsibility as{-s:possible

so that he can devote himself to the final three major chapters of the history
of modern Tunisia.

The only newcomer to this second Mzali ministry is Mr Mezri Chekir. This

former director of the same Mohamed Mzali, and one of the prime minister's

men (very few, it is true), is "inheriting" the ministry of Mr Belhadj Amor.

Be that as it may, the real importance of the cabinet reshuffle of 3 December
- lies in the reintegration of the PSD's dissident factions since 1970.

Except for Mr Ahmed Mestiri's group, which continues to demand a party in
the name of the socialist democrats' movement.

COPYRIGHT: Jeune Afrique GRUPJIA 1980

11915
CS0: 4400

- L7
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1



APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/08: CIA-RDP82-00850R000300070037-1

- FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

TUNISIA

- BRIEFS

SOCTALIST INTERAFRICAN IN TUNIS--Tunis will be the site of the Socialist Interafrican
headquarters, contrary to the expectations of the Tunisians and on the urging of
none other than (soon-to-be ex-) President Leopold Sedar Senghor of Senegal.

[Text] [Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE in French 24 Dec 80 p 38]

1500 TUNISIANS FIGHTING IRAN--There are 1,500 young Tunisians who have en-—
listed in the Iraqi armed forces (JEUNE AFRIQUE No 1939). Workers or stu-
dents before the outbreak of the war against Iran, they are now in the
battalion known as the "Arab Liberation Army" with other young men of
various natiomalities, including Egyptians in particular. [Text] [Paris
JEUNE AFRIQUE in French 17 Dec 80 p 32] 11915
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- WESTERN - SAHARA -

OFFICIAL ATTACKS U.S., FRENCH MILITARY AID TO MOROCCO
PA042301 Havana PRELA in Spanish 2103 GMT 2 Jan 81
[Report by Wilfredo Fernandez]

[Text] Algiers, 2 Jan (PL)--Saharan Information Minister Mohamed Salem Ould
Salek charged that France and the United States are the principal advisers and
providers of sophisticated weapons for Morocco in its aggression against the
Western Sahara.

In statements to PRENSA LATINA, Ould Salek said that despite that aid, "the
morale of Hassan II's army is very low and that currently 80 percent of the
weapons being used by the Saharan forces have been taken from the Moroccans."

He claimed that by the end of 1980, the main Moroccan units had been dismembered.

The Moroccan defeats took place despite the fact that French, U.S., South African,
Israeli and South Korean experts have participated in a thorough reorganization
of the Moroccan Army, he added.

Ould Salek said there is conclusive evidence of the participation of France and
the United States in the armed conflict designed to evict the Saharan people from
their territory. He gave as examples the recent combats at Rous-Lekhyalat, in the
Rag—-el-Khanfra region, where on 27 December the Polisario Front downed two planes,
a Mirage P-1 (French) and a Phantom F-5 (North American), used by the Moroccan

= Air Force.

He added that despite all its artillery arsemal such as the 155, 122, 105 and 106
cannons, machineguns of every type, armored vehicles, tanks and transport trucks
equipped for any type of terrain, the Moroccan troops suffered over 600 casualties
in recent battles.

The Saharan Democratic Arab Republic (SDAR) minister and member of the Polisario
Front's Political Bureau, explained to PRENSA LATINA that 'the Moroccan forces
only occupy three Saharan cities, El Aaiun, Dakhla and Smara."

There, he noted, the Polisario Front's "Houari Boumediemne offemsive has frus-

trated the Moroccan plans to isolate these cities from the rest of the Saharan
Democratic Arab Republic.
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He said the Rabat regime intended to build forts and large dividing areas, for
which it had started to use French and U.S. materiel, mainly large mechanical
vehicles for military engineering projects. [passage indistinct]

The Saharan minister pointed out that in the past year, the Moroccan Army had
suffered the biggest military setbacks since 1975 in the Western Sahara con-
flict.

He voiced the opinion that while the Moroccans receive material support from
France and the United States, the Saharani people have the moral solidarity of
the international community that demands respect for the SDAR sovereignty and

territorial integrity: two conditions that are indispensable for achieving
peace in that North African region.
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